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| Advertiſement. , 


THE Av: rHOR of the following Sheets, 


——— 


—— 


| jncerely hopes, that the Reader will View the 


undertaking with a candid eye ; and not con 


Aue any part thereof, as reflecting pon 70 * 
nay be called true Chr: Mianity. What he has 


advanced, is, in Jupport of a religion given 


by God himſelf ; {although fome Chriſtians 


| think, that it is no longer acceptable to him 7 


Z and that, not till Aer a SOLEMN INVITA- 


| TION, , from an eminent Divine and Phils ofo- 


pber to the whole nation, „ as 4 preliminary 
fep towards their converſion. | 7 be Author, | 


F who is 4 ' ſincere inquirer after truth, 7 has 


in conſequence thereof, accepted the i in vitation, 


in order to convince, or be convinced, 7; "PER= 


T TEP 70 proceed i in thei inquiry. 
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3 INTRODVCTORY LETTER, _ Page 1 
4L@T-T-RR-L.- 


2002 the pre font dt perfor of the Jew nation, 
Page 16 


of the 0 Mijjon of Cur IST | comparel | 
with that of Mosks. ie ng Page 66 


nenen 


Page 8 ne 20, after Jew, read This, - 

> 2 1 16, read and; ditto. 17, read * 

109, J. 12, after hm r. For I do. 

22, l. 1, after prophet, r. For aue. 
23, J. 21, for contained, r. conſiſted. 

- 230ũũ, l. 23, after and, omit a. 

65, 1. 20, for prophane, r. profane, 
67, 1. 16, for thought not, r. not thought. 
31, 1. 19, for it, r. are. . | . 


36, Laſt Note, for Dr. W r. See Puder. 


An introductory Letter. 


ee. s. 


T. HE — of your Letters addreſied 


to the Jews, (put into my hand by a wor- 
thy friend) hath afforded me much fatis- 


faction, to find ſo able a Divine and Philo- | 
ſopher, acknowledge the unity of God; and 


who, at the fame time, thinks there is 
ſome merit in the perſevering faith of the 
Jewiſh nation, in ** the promiſes of God, 


polmithitanding the moſt diſcouraging ap= f 


pearances.“ . 


But this, Sir, i is no more than our city, 
and what we inherit from the great patri- 


arch Abraham, from whom we are de- 


ſcended ; for of him it is recorded, © And he 
| er! in the Lord, and he counted it to 
him for ä And therefore, 


* | Geneſis XV, 6. : 
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| having ſo bright an | example continually 
before us, we cannot, without being highly 
culpable, and rendering ourſelves utterly 
if - unworthy the attention of the Supreme 
_ Being, entertain the leaſt doubt of his 
] Juſtice and Equity. And, as all the cala- 
mities that were to befal our nation, in 
conſequence of our tranſgreſſing the LAw, 
as foretold by that great prophet*, and di- 
{| vine legiſlator, Moſes}, have been fulfilled 
[i in all reſpects; conſequently, thoſe great 
_ FE and glorious promiſes alſo foretold by the 
ll fame prophet, muſt likewiſe . their 
full completion. EY 
But the exact time of this accompliſh- 
ment 1s not known to any, fave the eter- 
nal God himſelf; as Moſes, petting in 


Ee 


to le is emphatically ſtiled, by way of eminence, 8 
the Jewiſh writers, DANN I's 3 that i is, The Lord, or 
| Maſter of the Prophets. | 
-þ Levit. xxvi. 14, &c. and Deut. xviii. 15, &c. 
4 And yet for all that, when they be in the land of 
their enemies, I will not caſt them away, neither wall I 
abhor them, to deſtroy them utterly, and to break my co- 
venant with them: for I am the Lord their we Levit. 
1 Xxvi. 44. 


& 


Ss i 


F 34 


the name of God, emphatically expreſſes 
it in his prophetic poem, Deut. xxxii. 34. 
„ not this laid up in ſtore with me, and 
ſealed up among my treaſures ?” that is, it 
is as ſecret from all eyes, as the contents of 


a letter before the ſeal is broken. And in 


nearly the ſame ſenſe, does the prophet 


Iſaiah expreſs himſelf. ce 1 che Lord will 


| haſten it in his time*.” 

Theſe prophecies, Sir, are our PIT OR 
tion in this long, and dreadful captivity, 
and have been our ſupport, in enabling us 


to bear up againſt the many grievous and 
nmiſerable perſecutions, we have ſuffered 
from both infidels and Chr; Nians. And 
hence it is demonſtrable, that the calcula- 
tors of the time of the coming of the 
Meſſiah, (and which, they ſay, muſt have 
been elapſed many centuries ago ; and 
therefore, exult over us, as if God had to- 
tally caſt us off, and there was no hope 
left for Iſrael, iT have been moſt egregiouſly 


miſtaken „as will be clearly ſhewn here- 


9 Ita. Ix. 22, x 
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after, in anfver to your fourth letter: for 
as you! have invited our nation to an ami- 
cable diſcuſſion of the evidences of Chriſti- 
tanity, 1 ſhall endeayor to anſwer what 
Jou have adyanced in behalf of your 

5 doctrine, as far as the extent of my abili- 
ties, and the little time I have to ſpare 
from my other avocations, will permit, 
as moſt of our learned men, (as I am 
| informed) have declined the invitation ; T 


and that, as I underſtand, for two reaſons : : 


firſt, on account of the averſion which the 
elders of our community have towards 
any of their body entering into religious 

| diſputes, for fear, that any thing advanced 
+ by them, might be conſtrued as reflecting 
on, or tending towards diſturbing of the 
national religion, as by law eſtabliſhed. 5 
This hath always, hitherto, been ftudiouſly : 


avoided, by all thoſe of our nation, in all 


parts of their dif] perſion ; for we endeavor 
ſtrictly to abide by the admonition of the 
1 prophet *, as may be obſerved 5 the form 


of 


Von 


—— 2 ——kœH pany? 1 + 


L An a ſeek the peace of the city, whether Tere ante 


1 


of. prayer compoſed for the Royal Fami- 
Iy*. Second, the generality « of our learned 
men being foreigners, are ' deficient in 
the proper idiom and phraſeology of the 
Englith language ; ; conſequently, are not 
| able to enter the liſts againſt ſo ſpirited and 
elegant a writer. 


Theſe, Sir, are the reaſons. As to 5 
firſt, I think it groundleſs : for although 
they might juſtly have been apprehenſive 


of the conſequence of ſuch diſputes in the 


dark ages of Popery, when, on the leaſt 
ſurmiſe, or moſt groundleſs accuſation, (as 
the crucifyingÞ of children, &c.) thouſands 
were maſſacred in England. And, in the 


reign of Henry the Third, their chief {y- 


nagogue in London was taken from them 
by the King, and given to the Friars Peni- 


you to be carried away captive, and pray unto the Lord 
| for it: for in the me thereof ſhall ** have peace. | 


Jer. xxix. 7. 


See the Ceremonies of the Jews, by the Auto, 


publiſhed by Parſons, No. 21, Paternoſter Row, page 51. 


de, 


. — * 2 — — 1 ů — cocoons — * Ma tv — —ä1äð ARES 


1 Vide Anglia Judaica, page II, 12, 13, 110, 130, IF 


tents, 


„„ 
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— 2 — - yo 2 = 


tents, on a moſt extraordinary complaint 


1 viz. «c That they (the Friars) Were not abl: 


| 
| 
| 
1 
1 


ing their worſhip +. Yet, ought they 


formation, and glorious Revolution. Be- 
fides, we live in an enlightened age, in 


points is accounted laudable ; and fo they 
really are, if not carried to a licentious 


laudable ſpirit of inquiry, entertained by 
the firſt Reformers, alt the reformed | 
churches would Mill have been ſunk in 


ſerves, that the true ſtate of the caſe was, ** That thoſe 
locuſts were ſituated in the Old Jewry, and having but a 


Jews fine ſynagogue, which ſtood next to it, would be more . 


their brethren of St. Anthony) begged it of the King, and 
: furniſhed him with that malen for it.“ Ibid. 


—YF 
exhibited againſt them by the faid Friars, 


to make the body of Cbriſt in quiet *,” for the 
great howlings the Jews made there dur. 


not at preſent, to entertain any ſuch ap- 
prehenſions, thanks be to God, the Re- 


which the inveſtigation of theological 


height. Nay, had it not been for this 2 


* Vide Anglia Judaica, page 192. 
+ The learned Author of Anglia Judaica, juſtly ob⸗ 


ſmall dark chapel belonging to their Friary, thought the 


convenient for them; and therefore (after the example of 


groſs 


groſs ignorance, and Romiſh ſuperſtition ; ? „ 
and have groaned under the yoke of Papa! 
tyranny : conſequently, nothing can be | 
more commendable, than a fair and candid 
inquiry after truth. For which reaſon, I 1 
am free to aſſert, that their fear in this | 
caſe, is entirely groundleſs ; and their rea- 
fon for declining the diſcuſſion on that ac- 9 
count, of no force. | AM 


But, as to the ſecond reaſon, I think is. 1 


is of great weight; and therefore, can 8 
only ſay, in the language of little David, Yr 1 0 
« Let no man's heart fail becauſe of him j {of 
thy ſervant will go and fight with this 1 
| Philiſtine.” And, although it may be 
ſaid, in regard to this, (as Saul did to 
David) Thou art not able to go againſt [14.08 
this Philiſtine ; for thou art but a youth, | 
and he a nan of war * from his youth.” To 


. — - _ - ws — 
1 — . 8 . 
err & . A 
; ; q = 


which 1 anſwer, in the language of the : "118 
little champion, «© Thy ſervant flew both — 
1 


the lion + and the bear : and this uncir- 1 


In literature. + Dr. Prideaux. See the Ceremonies of |! 
the Jews, by the Author, ſold by Parſons, page 252, &c. .- = 
L Hutchinſon, &c, See 8 Sacra, article MN. ER 


cumciſed 


8 


tumciſed Philiſtine ſhall be as one of 


them. For © he cometh againſt me 
with a ſword &, and with a ſpeat+, and 
with a thield$ ; but ! come in the name 
of the Lord of hoſts |.” 


But to drop the allegory, permit me, 


Sir, to aſk you, whether you ſincerely 
intend, in this diſcuſſion, to defend 


- Chriſtianity? For your doctrine is ſo 


- oppoſite to what I always underſtood to 


be the principles of Chriſtianity, that 


I muſt ingeniouſly confeſs, I am greatly 


puzzled to reconcile your principles with 


the attempt. What! a writer that 


aſſerts, that © 7he miraculous conception 


of Yeſus does not appear to him to be fili 


: ciently authenticated, and that the ori. Tn 


nal goſpel of St. Matthew did not contain 
ill, ſet up for a defender of Chriſtianity 


E P the Jews! is ſuch an inconſiſtence, 
as I little expected to meet with in a Phi- 


. ” loſopher, whoſe ſole farm hath been in 


. Elegance of dition. # . 8 So- 
Fi. t Simple truth. Wil Letter W. page 40. 


- 


ſearch 


E 91 

ſearch of truth. Might I be ſo hoy as 
to bring him acquainted with it, I ſhould 
then think my pains well rewarded: 

any rate, I ſhall endeavor to ſpeak con- 
formable to it. I muſt however acknow- 
ledge, that you are pleaſed to declare, in 
plain terms, that you* do not believe in the 


miraculous conception of TFeſusz and that you 


are of opinion that he was the legitimate ſon 
of Foſeph. After ſuch aſſertions as theſe, 
how you can be entitled to the appellation 


of a Chriſtian, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the 
| word, 1s to me really incomprehenſible. 5 
But, whether you are hearty in the cauſe, 
or no, I mean to confer, and reaſon freely 
with you on the ſubject, and candidly con- 
ſider your arguments; but not with a view 
of converting either you, or any other : 
_ Chriſtian, to the Jewiſh faith, J aſſure 
Jou. No, Sir, we never attempt it; for 


we do not think ourſelves bound (as the 


Chriſtians) to propagate our religion, ei- 
ther by arguments, or perſecution; nor 


. Letter rv, page 41. 5 
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able to convince either? This would be 


ges, we muſt not expect it. And, we are 


L 10 ** 
(like the Mahometans) by the freed. On 
the contrary, we think, that conſcience 
ought to be free; and therefore, leave 
every perſon at liberty to judge for him- 
ſelf; and this, I may alledge, as a third 
reaſon, in favor of thoſe of our nation de- 
elining the diſcuſſion, as no REAL benefit 
is /ikely to accrue from it. For if you, 
- and the other writers of your ſect, have 
not been able to convince thoſe that ac- 
; count themſelves Orthodox Chriſtians, of 
the true unity of God; nor they you, of 
_ tbe aromity of Chriſt, how ſhall a ſimple 
Jew, (who is perhaps deſpiſed by both) be 


the. higheſt degree of preſumption, anc 
which none of our nation are ambitious o 
meriting. No Sir, while we are deſtitute 
of the moſt canvincing, and perſuaſive argu- 
ments in favor of Judaiſm, viz. fat Biſhop- 
ricks, Deaneries, Rectories, and Vicara- 


really ſo far from purſuing the ſpirit of 


0 converſion, or eee proſelytes, that 
| when 


35 


when any one is deſirous (of his own ac- 
cord) to embrace Judaiſm, we endeavor to 


deter him from his purpoſe, by repreſent- 


ing to him the conſequence of his deſign. 


For thus is it laid down by Maimonides *; 
when a perſon is willing to become a pro- 


ſelyte, and ſtrict inquiry being made con- 
cerning him, and no (ſiniſter) cauſe found, 
they queſtion him thus: What is it that 
moves thee to become a proſelyte to Ju- 
daiſm ? Doſt thou not know that Iſrael 
at this time, is ſubject to woe, and are 


hurried, expelled, and devoured by all na- 


tions; and that affictions are continually 
coming on them ? &c. They alſo inform 
dim of the puniſhment he becomes liable 
to for tranſgrefling the commandments ; 


as DEATH for prophaning the ſabbath ; 


exciſion for eating forbidden meats, &c. 
Hence it 1s manifeſt, that we not only 
thfully point out to him the ſtritneſs of 


A Yad Hachazakah, Sepher Keduſhah, Hilchoeth Eeſu- 
rea Beeah, or, forbidden marriages. See alſo Lingua Sa- 
cra, by the Author, antcle Hy. bas 


%%% ͤ 
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our law, but alſo an exact picture of what 


he is to expect in temporal matters, in 


thus joining himſelf to a nation labouring 


under oppreſſion, miſery, and almoſt uni- 


verſal contempt. All which, fully demon- 
f ſtrates, how inclinable we are towards con- 


verting any to our religion. But do not 
think, Sir, that this proceeds from our un- 
willingneſs, that others ſhould be par- 


| takers of the heavenly bliſs, annexed to 


the due performance of the Moſaical diſ- 


penſation; but from a juſt and liberal 
way of thinking, and the univerſal CHA- 
' RITY we are taught to live in with man- 
kind in general: for it is the unanimous 
opinion of our Rabbins, that the LA wor 
Moss, is obligatory on thoſe of our na- 
+ tion only: for as we entered into a co- 
venant with God to keep his law, and 
' commandments, we, conſequently, are 
bound to the due performance thereof, But 
that, we hold not to be the caſe of the reſt 5 
of mankind ; for, if they do but keep the 
; law of nature, that | 1s, the ſeven precepts 


| [ 13 ] 
2: ihe ſons of Noah, or Noachides *, 


we maintain, that they thereby n ; 
all that God requires of them, and will 
certainly by this ſervice, render themſelves 
acceptable to him. And, it is ſuch as 


conform to theſe rules, that we call n 


pwn. mw, the pious of the nations of 
the world; and who will be partakers of 
Maimonides on Repentance, ; 


eternal life. 
Chap. III. 


Thus, Sir, you may perceive, that we 
do not think our religion obligatory upon 
ALL mankind ; nor the only infallible one 
do ſalvation; as every other Religion and 
= : Sect that I have hitherto heard of, eſteems 5 
With theſe juſt, and noble ſenti- 


ments, inculcated into me from my carlieſt 


itſelf. 


youth, it muſt be obvious to every impar- 


* Theſe precepts are as follows : 3 Firſ, Not to com- 
mit idolatry. Second, Not to blaſpheme. Third, To 


| appoint and conſtitute juſt and upright judges : that juſtice 
may be maintained, and impartially adminiſtered to all. 5 
Fourth, Not to commit inceſt. Fifth, Not to commit 
Seventh, Not 


murder. Sixth, Not to rob, or ſteal, &c. 
to eat a member of a living creature. 
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tial and liberal mind, that I do not aim at 
the converſion of Chriſtians to the Jewiſh 
faith; as I do not think ſuch #night er- 
+antry incumbent upon me, or neceſlary to 
the falyation of mankind, 
But as I think it proper, that 1 

ſhould declare what is my aim in this 
: undertaking, 1 ſhall, without ceremony, 
proceed to inform you, that it is two- 
fold. | 
= Firſt, to clear our nation from the ob- 
. loquy which they have laboured under 
for upwards of ſeventeen hundred years, 

viz. the charge of crucifying the Lord 
and Saviour of the world, as the orthodox 
Chriſtians hold; or a prophet that was 
ſent to them in the firſt inſtance, as you are 
_ plaaſed to aſſert. 
Second, That as you ſeem engaged in 
the laudable purſuit of truth, I Would 
willingly aſſiſt you therein to the utmoſt of 
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| my power, by throwing ſuch lights there- 
on, as may be a furtherance thereto. In 
8 the mean time, with my moſt earneſt ſup- 


plications 


———— 2 in SAGA DER Wt ts = 


plications to the Supreme Being, that he 


may be pleaſed to illuminate your mind in $Y 
the purſuit of truth, | 9 


I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


— 


| DAVID LE Vi. - 9 


g 
8 * 
PE, 4 p i 1 1 "Ez" 
* - : 4 . 38 53 7; 
. . 8 % 1 4 ys 
. 4 "4 C 
: ; + + Vis We ; 
* 
£ 


* 1 the N eſent Dj een of the Jew 


Nation. 


Dran 818, 


0 tell v us (page 12, „ of your ſetters) 
that © our preſent diſperſed and calamitous 


. Gruation, is certainly a proof that wi 


 * are at this very time under the divine 
40 diſpleaſure: that we ought to examine 
5 what is the real cauſe of it, and make 
« jt our buſineſs to remove it.” 80 far 
we agree. But, when you obſerve, (page 
156, ) that we ought © to conſider that a 
e captivity of ſeventy years only, without 


A 


16 any peculiar hardſhips during the con- 


* tinuance of it, were deemed ſufficient 
N puniſhment for all our offences com- 
40 mitted before that period ; whereas we 
„%% . LIED, , have 


„ 


Lay 1. 


& have experienced unſpeakably greater 


„ calamities, and of much longer conti- 
« nuance, ſince the promulgation of 


« Chriſtianity, than the amount of all our 
“ ſufferings previous to it.“ 


5 with great /imcerity and equal affection 
obſerve, ** that, according to appearances, 


* there is no other cauſe of God's anger 


And alſo, | 


e againſt us, beſides our rejection and per- 


« ſecution of the prophets of our own 
nation, Chriſt and the apoſtles, who 
were ſent to us in the firſt place, and 
ho confined their inſtructions to our, 
nation, till being rejected by us, they 


cc 


You alſo obſerve, (page 13, as I ſuppoſe 


Mo confirmation of the preceding quota- 
tions) © that many of the prophets of 
God were cruelly treated, and cut off; 

a6 © by our forefathers, as our ſcriptures 


were directed to preach, to the Gentiles.” 


* teſtify. But their deſcendants repented 


of this, as we read in the books of Ezra 

and Nehemiah.” I muſt tell you ſincere- 

ly, that you have attempted to miſlead your 
readers 


7 


| 
[| 


Mage 


and good will; and that, by jumbling 

5 truth and falſhood together in ſuch a man- 
ner, as not to be eaſily ſeparated by perſons 
of ordinary capacities; and which are 


anity, than the amount of our ſufferings 
previous to it, I grant“: and ſo muſt 
every candid and impartial perſon, who is 
but in the leaſt acquainted with the hiſtory . 89 
of the Jews, in this, or any other of the 
_. Chriſtian nations, where they have ſo- 
Journed; and which is one great argument 
with me, againſt Chriſtianity s being the 
9 50 peaceable kingdom of the Meſſiah, as fore- | 
| told by the prophets, in thus perſecuting 5 
God's choſen and peculiar people, as you 
yourſelf allow them to be, (not to mention 
: the blood that hath been ſpilt among Chrit- 


Z 


readers, under the appearance of ſincerity 


what the bulk of a nation generally conſiſt 
of. For, firſt, as to our calamities being 
unſpeakably greater, and of longer conti- 
nuance, ſince the promulgation of Chriſti- 


- K in Ty time 5 of Antiochus Epiphanus. 
1 Tina, xi. 725 7 85 &c. and Micah, iv. 3, 4» Ke. 


tians, 


WEE ] 2 


tians, in perſecuting each other 3) and yet, 
we do not bear ſo great a diſlike to Chriſ- 


tians, nor ſo great an abhorrence of their 
faith, as you ſeem to infinuate, (page 2.) 


although, were we like ſome who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, we might entertain 
ſuch ſentiments, conſidering the many cruel 
perſecutions we have ſuffered under them; 
and notwithſtanding that their doctrines 


are ſo contrary to the fundamental princi- 


ples of our religion, yet do we not abhor 
them. I muſt freely confeſs, that thoſe 


doctrines do not teach, or authorize them to 
{hed the blood of Jews. No, Sir, we care- 


fully diſtinguiſh between the doctrine, and 
its profeſſors: and, though we have ſuffered 
ſuch cruel perſecutions from Chriſtians, 
yet, thanks be to God, and the Reforma- 
tion, we now enjoy many privileges and 


immunities in the ſeveral Chriſtian ſtates 
in which we are ſettled, as our anceſtors 


were ſtrangers to in their diſperſions. For 
this, we are not ungrateful ; ; but, in return, 
pray or the proſperity of the ſtate, as men- 
N 2 tioned 


ts 1 


. tioned i in my introductory letter. So much 


for on ABHORRENCE OF THE CHRIs- 
5 BAL FAITE- | 

Second, as to the cauſe of our preſent 
_ captivity, and which you impute to our 
rejecting and perſecuting of the pro- 
phets; that is, Chriſt and his apoſtles, 


1 freely aſſert to be ill founded 1 


whether Chriſt was the ſecond perſon 


in the Trinity, as Chriſtians in general 
| hold, or only a prophet, as you and the 
reeſt of your ſect affirm: I fay, in either 


| caſe, he could not be ſent to us in the firſt 
place; nor could we receive him, with- 


out being hoſtile to the laws of Moles, as 


alſo to God, who was the author of them, 


. acknowledged by both Jews and Chriſ- 
tians. For if he came in the former cha- 


racter, and the doctrine which he preached, 


was intended to maintain that abſurd and 
corrupt tenet, it would be an unanſwer- 


able argument that his doctrine never came 


from God, it being impoſſible that God 
5 Hould contradict himſelf; for hath he not 
| ; expreſsly 


ET 1 


exprefely told us himſelf in the ſecond com- 


mandment, THoUSHALT HAVE NO OTHER 
GODS BEFORE MEK. This, I think, muſt 


neceſſarily ſignify, if there be any meaning 


in language, ONE SUPREME INTELLTI- 
GENT BEING, endued with all poſſible 
perfection, power, wiſdom, knowledge, 


and goodneſs. And, agrecable to this juſt, 
rational, and fundamental doctrine, Moſes 
has, in the moſt ſolemn manner, endea- 
vored to inculcate this moſt important 
truth, in the following words : Hear, 
0 Jjraet, OL our Cod is 5 ONE Et 


Deut. vi. 4. 


Theſe, beſides numberleſs oth” paſ- : 
fages | in the Old Teſtament, make it plain, 


that we could not receive Chriſt ii in the firſt 


character, without a breach of the cove- 
nant eſtabliſhed between God and our na- 
tion. And, if in the ſecond character, 
dat is, as a prophet, we likewiſe could not 


receive him: for, in the firſt place, he was 
deficient in the eſſential character of a 


» . 


. Exod. xx, 4 A 


prophet, 


= perhaps, ſay, it was ſomething like a ſpiri- | 


ſerve, it was not like a prophet enducd 5 


5 10 The lame we find in Mark, L 21. And 


Oo is 
| prophet. We do not find it recorded, that 
| Chriſt propheſied in the name of God, as 
it is expreſſed by all the other prophets 
from Moſes to Malachi, (who was the laſt). 
As the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, &c. And, 
as ſoon as Joſhua ſucceeded Moſes, we find 
immediately, hat the Lord ſpate unto 
Joſbua, the fon of Nun, &c. Joſh. i. 1. 
The ſame of Samuel, Iſaiah, and all the 
reſt, But as to Jeſus, we only find, hat 
| he went about all Galilee, teachin gin their 
| ſhnagogues, and preaching the goſpel, and 
healing all manner of fickneſs, and all man- 
ner of 4. eaſes ; whether by art, deception, 
or ſupernatural power, is not my buſineſs 
at preſent to enquire : freethinkers may, 


tual mountebank ; but I have only to ob- 


: with the ſpirit of prophecy. 


And the Evangeliſt Matthew calls the 
whole diſcourſe, which takes up the fifth 
and fixth chapters, a ſermon, not a prophe- 


 fraightyy 15 
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flraightway on the ſabbath day, he entered into 
the ſynagogue and taught. Again, ver. 38. 
And he ſaid unto them, Let us go into the next 
towns, that I may PREACH there alſo, And 
he PREACHED in their ſynagogues, and caſt 
out devils. The ſame in Luke, Ard he 


preached i in the ſynagogues of Gable, Luke 


iv. 44. alſo v. 1. and vi. 20, &. As to 
John, he ſeems clear in the opinion of his 


divinity, (chap. i. 1, 2, 3, &c.) though 


he afterwards deſcribes him as a teacher 
only, (chap. vii. 14.) Now about the midi 


of the feaſt, Jeſus went up into the temple 
and taught. 


Nay, more, he even et him- 


ſelf, as rhe light of the world. Ibid. 


viii. 12. This, I think, is an inſtance. 


not to be paralleled i in ſcripture ; ; for the 


duty of a prophet conſiſted, in his deli- . 
very of God's word or meſſage to the peo- 


ple, whether it contained of reproofs, a 
calling to repentance, or denouncing judg- 


ment upon them for their diſobedience; 
not in 9 Preaching himſelf, 
but, ; 


In i AE 


1 4 J 
but, on the contrary, was always delivered 
as coming immediately from God, viz. 
Thus ſaith the Lord. Then the word of 
the Lord came t, &c: or, T, he hand of the 
Lord was upon me- f. Again, we meet 
with the ſame example in John, Xiv. 6, 
where Jeſus preaches himſelf. From all 
which, it is manifeſt, that he was not ſent 
by God to us as a prophet, ſeeing he was 
ſo deficient in the eſſential character of a 
prophet. As to the apoſtles, I think, they 
were leſs intitled to the appellation of pro- 
phets; for they only gave themſelves up 
_ continually to prayer, and to the miniſtry of 
the word, Acts vi. 4. And Philip | 


preached Chr: RA. Ibid. viii. 5.5 : The ſame | 


of Saul. And fraightway he preached Chriſt 


e the ſynagogues, that he was the Son of God. 


Ibid. ix. 20. The fame of Paul, who is 
called an apoſtle of Jeſus. 1: Cor. i. 1. 
The ſame in 2 Cor. . 1: Cal. „ . 
ri. 1 Tim. i. 1 


Lai. xxxvii. 6, K. 1 Jer. i. 4, Ke. 
72 T Exzek. xxxvil, 1, &c. 11 
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Peter. See his firſt epiſtle, i. 1. and 


ſecond epiſtle, i. 1. See alſo the ſecond 
and third epiſtles of John, where he calls 


| himſelf an elder, &c. From all which, 


it is manifeſt, that they were not entitled 


to the appellation of prophets. — 


- Secondly, if we compare Jeſus with the 
reſt of the prophets, who ſucceeded Moſes, 
from Joſhua to Malachi, we ſhall find ſuch 
a manifeſt contradiction between him and 


them, as fully demonſtrates, that both par- 


ties could not be the meſſengers of God, as 

God never contradicts himſelf. For Moſes - 
fays, 1 in Deut. iv. 2. Ye ſhall not ADD unto 
the words which I command you, neither ſhall | 

us DIMINISH ought from it, that ye muy 


keep the COMMANDMENTS, of the Lord 


your Cad, which I commanded you. This, 
all the ſucceeding prophets were com- 
manded to enforce; and which, the laſt 
of them did, in a moſt clear and explicit 
manner ; at the fame time cloſing his 
prophecy therewith, as s intimating thereby, 5 


2 Tim i. 1. Tit. i. 1. The ſume of 


| that that was the ultimatum of prophecy. 
Remember ye the law of Mo ofes, my ſervant, 
which I commanded unto him in Horeb, for 
all Iſrael, with the ſtatutes and judgmentsk ; 


to the law of Moſes; for, whereas, the 
law of Moſes expreſsly commands the 
adulterer and adultreſs to be put to death. 


| another man 9 W fe, even he that coni- 


the adulterer and the  adultreſs SHALL 
SURELY BE PUT 10 DpEATRHX*. Now, 
Jeſus, in defiance of. this expreſs com- 
mand, reſcues the adultreſs from the juſt 
puniſhment due to her crime ; and that, 
buy one of the moſt extraordinary devices 
that ever entered into the mind of man; 
and which, had it been purſued by all 
other legiſlator 8, would ſpeedily have led 
to the entire ſubverſion and annihilation of 
all law and good order; for if none were 


| $Malac. iv, 4. »Levit. xx. 10. 4 John viii. 3, 4, 5, Ke. 
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But Jeſus acted in direct contradiction 


And the man that committeth adultery with 


mitteth adultery with his neighbour” s W ife, 


to 


äW˙¹tmĩṽñfß F 

to be admitted as evidence in a court of 
juſtice againſt criminals, but che imma- 
culate, villany would ſoon ſtalk triumphant, 


and carry all before her with impunity ; . 
but this, thanks be to God, hath never 


been adopted. 
Again; the law of Moſes commands, 


that, When a man hath taken a wife, and 
married her, and it come to paſs that ſhe find 
no favour in his eyes, BECAUSE HE HATH 
FOUND SOME UNCLEANNESS IN HER, Zhen 
let him write a bill of divorcement, and give 
it in her hand, and ſend her out of his houſe. 
Deut. xxiv. 6. This woman, ſo divorced 
by the law of Moſes, was allowed to marry 
| again, as well as the man, verſe 3. whereas 
Jeſus ſays, that, Whoſeever ſhall put away 
bir «wife, * and marry another, committeth 
ADULTERY agarnſt her. Mark x. 11. The 


lame of the woman, verſe 12. 


And the prophet Jeremiah, at the ex- | 
Y preſs command of God, enforces the 
due obſervance of dhe ſabbath ; and in 
particular, that wad have bear no bur 


; John v. 8. Such glaring contradictions 
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den on the fabbath day. Thus faith 
the Trord, Take heed to yourſelves, and 
bear no BURDEN on the ſabbath day. 
ler. xvii, 21, 22. But Jeſus, in direct 
contradiction to this command of his /a- 
tber, by the mouth of his prophets, or- 
dered the man who had the infirmity thirty 
and eight years, (and whom he cured on 
the ſabbath) zo tale up His bed and walh, 


againſt the commandments of Moſes, 
committed by Jeſus, could by no means 
ſuffer our nation to acknowledge his divine 

miſſion; nor accept him as a prophet, | 
when he acted fo diametrically oppoſite to 

. Moſes, and the reſt of the prophets; con- 

f ſequently, the charge you have brought 
againſt us, (page 17, of your letters), 
That there is no cauſe of God's diſ- 

; « pleaſure | againſt us, beſides our re- 


jection, and perſecution of the prophers WW 
„ of our own nation, Chriſt and the ; 
apoſtles,” I freely aſſert to be ill founded] E 
: for * the criterion they have here been 1 


tried, 
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tried, it is manifeſt, that they were not 


entitled to the appellation of prophets, 
conſequently we cannot be puniſhed for 


what we were not guilty of; for as they 


were not prophets, we could not, accord- 
ing to the juftice of God, be puniſhed for 


rejecting, or perſecuting them; and that, 
for ſo many hundred years. Whether the 
generality of Chriſtians have juſt reaſon 


to pay divine honors to Jeſus, or not, as you 


obſer ve, (page 4,) is not my buſineſs at pre- 
ſent to enquire, but ought to be ſettled 


among Chriſtians themſelves; and that, (if 


I may preſume to give my opinion in o 
weighty a cauſe) before you attempted to 
convert the Jews to Chriſtianity. For do but 
figure to yourſelf, dear Sir, how ridiculous 
it muſt appear, for you to invite the Jews to 
embrace, what you yourſelves do not rightly 


underſtand. This, is ſuch an abſurdity, 


that I am ſurprized and aſtoniſhed, when 
reflect, how it was poſſible that a Divine 


and a Philoſopher, of your diſtinguiſhed 
rank, in the republic of letters, ſhould 
overlook. 


5 E * 1 
overlook. But if I am not greatly miſ- 
taken, I verily believe, that the honor of 


Jeſus, or the propagation of Chriſtianity, 


are things of little moment in your ſerious 
thoughts, notwithſtanding all your boaſted 
fincerity. If I have erred, I beg of you to 
bear with me; for it is the love of truth 


that obliges me to ſpeak out: and that I 


have juſt cauſe for entertaining this opi- 


nion, will appear clear to every candid 
and impartial mind. For in your poſt- 


ſcript, (page 54,) you argue thus: If, 


* therefore, it be in your power to o per- 


„ ſuade a heathen, that God really ſpake 


. to your anceſtors by Moſes, by the force 
of exactly ſimilar arguments, you ought 


„ to acknowledge, that the fame great 


“ Being ſpake by Chriſt and the apoſtles J 


* and on whatever principles you reject | 
t theevidences of Chriſtian miracles, any 
_ «4 perſon will be juſtified in rejecting thoſe 


mM on which the truth of your own reli- 
*& gion reſts.” e 


Here we may perceive the compleat 


deiſt, 


— 


4 

deiſt, under the moſt Jeſuitical argument; 
for if God ſpake to Moſes, why not ſpeak 
to Jeſus? and therefore, if you will not 


believe that God ſpake to Jeſus, I will not 


believe that he ſpake to Moſes. Now, 


therefore, you muſt either believe both, 


or I will believe one. For if you ſay 
that of Jeſus is falſe, I ſay that of Moſes 
is falſe alſo. Ergo, both are falſe. 
As to what you aſſert, (page 13,) ** But 
. 8 deſcendants repented of this ;” 
that is, the perſecutions of the prophets, 


« as we read in the books of Ezra and 
1 Nehemiah. And from which, I ſup- 
poſe, you anf infer, that, as they had ſo 
ſolemnly repented of the perſecutions of 
the prophets, and had * the return oF [-2 


« God's favor in conſequence. of it, 


| our preſent diſperſion cannot be owing to 


any other crime; i. e. the perſecution of 


the prophets, but what was ſubſequent to 
- is, of the ſame tenour as the other parts 
of your letters, viz. the blending of truth 


: and talſhood together, in ſuch a manner, 


as 


4 


n 6. 8 P g , EET Ix 1 
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as not to be eaſily ſeparated, That chey 
faſted and prayed, I grant, but not for the 
| fin of perſecuting the prophets ; for no 
ſuch thing is to be met with in Ezra, or 
Nehemiah, as I ſhall clearly prove. 
The firſt faſt is recorded in Ezra, viii. 21. 
and which was to ſeek a right way for 
them in fafety from their enemies. Then 
Ik̃ͥ proclaimed a faſt there at the river Ahava, 
rut we might offiiet ourſelves before our God, 
zo ſeek of him à r1ght way for us, and for our 
 Bitthe ones, and for all our fubRance. For I 
5 wat aſhamed to require of the king a band of 

| filters end horſemen, to help 115 againſt the 
enemy in the way, &c, As to the mourn- 
ing, praying, and exhortation to repen- 
tance, which we have recorded in the gth 
and 1oth chapters of Ezra, that was in- 
tirely on account of the ſtrange women 
which they had taken; but not one word 
in the whole book concerning their re- 
pentance for the perſecuting, and cutting 
off, of the prophets. As to Nehemiah, 
we find, in the ninth chapter, an account 


of 


1 


r 4 faſt, and repentance ; and alfo e a con- 
fefſion of God's goodneſs, &c. The for- 
mer ſeems (as in Ezra) alſo in conſequence 
of ſtrange women; and the latter, a gene- 
tal confeſſion of God's goodneſs to the 
nation, from the call of Abram, to that | 
| day ; ; in which the laying. of the pro- 
| phets i is juſt mentioned in general terms, 5H 
among all the other crimes which they 1 
had been guilty of, and which was the 0 
cauſe of the dreadful afflictions brought on 
their fathers, kings, princes, prieſts, and 
prophets, as well as themſelves. All which, 
is a demonſtration of the fallacy of what 1 
you have advanced. 3 1 
1 ſhall now attempt to point out the 1 
real cauſe of our preſent captivity; and 
in which, will be demonſtrated two propo- | 
fitions, 1 viz. Firſt, that this preſent capti- 
vity is a continuation of the Babyloniſh 1 
captivity; and ſecondly, that in conſe- — 
quence thereof, we ſuffer for the fins of our | 
anceſtors; and, That a captivity of 
5 ee years only, without any pecuu. 
F. e cc liar 7 f ö 
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. 0 liar hardſhips during the continuance 


« of it,” (Letter II, page 16,) was Nor 
deemed ſufficient for all our offences com- 
mitted before that time; as will be fully 

evinced, from the following prophecy, 
when clearly underſtood : the true know- 
ledge of which, would have prevented you 


from being ſo haſty in attempting to confute 


Rabbi Iſaac therewith; or having adduced 
it in ſupport of the doctrine concerning the 


Mleſſiah, (Letter IV, page 36, 37» &c.) to 


which it hath not the leaſt tendency. _ 
The prophecy: *Feventy weeks are deter- 

mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, 
8 finiſh the tranſgreſſion „ and to make an end 
g of fins, and to make reconciliation for myuity, 


and to bring i in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and 


to ſeal up the v viſion and prophecy, and to 


Anoint the moſt holy. Know therefore and 


underſtand, {that ) from the going forth of 
the commandment, to reftore and to build Je- 
4 od : unto the anointed aro 6 ſhall be 2 


ba Dan. IX, 242 Kc, $ 


ſeven 
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ſeven weeks, and threeſtore and two weeks 


the fireet ſhall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. And after threeſeore 


and two weeks ſhall the anointed be cut off, 


and not to him* : and the city and anctuary + 
ſhall be deftroyed (by) the people of the 
prince that ſhall come; and the end thereof 
ſhall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 
war deſolations are determined. And he ſhall 


confirm the covenant with many for one week : 


and half the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice 


and the oblation to ceaſe, and for the over- 


| ſpreading of abominations, he ſhall make (it) 


deſolate, even until the conſummation, and that 


(vi) determined, ſhall be pouredupon the deſolate. 


This prophecy, which you, and a num- 


ber of others have laid ſach ſtreſs on, as 
pointing out the preciſe time of the coming 5 

of the Meſſiah, I ſhall fully demonſtrate, 7” 
hath not the moſt diſtant reference to that ; 


event. 


* This 3 is the real ſenſe of the Hebrew 0 Wa as will 


be ſhewn in the explanation. 


7 


* 
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WT x d, for the better 8 «4 the 
| prophecy, it is proper, that we attend a 
little to the context. In the preceding 
chapter, it is obſerved, that when Daniel 
was informed of the viſion of the two 
thouſand and three hundred days, he 
ſought for the meaning; but not rightly 
comprehending it, he judged, that that 
great number, was a flat contradiction 
to the word of God, as delivered by Je- 


remiah, concerning the redemption at 


the end of ſeventy years x; and from 


thence concluded, that the eh Was 
ü prolonged, on account of the fins of the 
nation. T his doubt aroſe, from a defici- 
ency in his underſtanding, (of the pro- 
; phecy,) and therefore, the angel faid unto 
him, I am now come forth to give thee Hill 
and UNDERSTANDING. For there is no- 
| thing elſe neceſſary to remove this doubt 
from your breaſt, but the proper under- 

5 ſtanding of the truth of the viſion. And, 


0 Jerm. xxv. 11, 1 Wir 10. 


5 1 


as to the expreſſion „At the beginning of thy 
\ſupplications the commandment came farth, 
that was to inform him, he was not to 
imagine, that on account of his prayer, 
God had changed his purpole, and in con- 
ſequence thereof, commanded the redemp- 15 
tion; but that as ſoon as he began to 
pray, and God faw his perplexity, i in con- 
ſequence of the weakneſs of his under- 


ſtanding, the royal command went forth 


from him, that he ſhould come to him, 
to make him underſtand the truth of thoſe 37 
matters that were to come to paſs in fu- 
ture time. And as the angel Gabriel had 
explained to him the ſecond viſion, from | 
whence his doubt aroſe, it was incumbent 
on him to perfect the explanation: and i 
this is what is meant by. the expreſſion 
* 7a ſhew,” i. e. as I began the explana- 
tion; the commandment was, that I ſhould 


_ finiſh it. 


And the word NDH Gee which 35 
the angel uſes, does not denote beloved, as 7 | 
in the Engliſh tranſlation, but dre. The 

W "aa 


[3] 

ſenſe of which i is, for as thou greatly 8 
ſireſt, and affecteſt to underſtand hidden 
things, be not therefore perplexed, but un- 
denſtand the matter, and conſider the vi on e 0 
and the matter here mentioned, is the 
5 prophecy of Jeremiah, which is above 
mentioned in verſe the ſecond. And the 
vifen, is that which he had heard, of the 
| : two thouſand three hundred . He, 
therefore, mentions each ſpecifically, and 
deſires him to underſtand them diſtinctly; 
for then all his doubts would be removed; 1 
all which was fully explained to him, in 
what the angel obſerved in the ſeventy 
werbe, &c. But, before I proceed to the 
8 explanation, it is proper, that I ſhould 
| hew i in what manner, the anſwer agreed 
with the intent of the queſtion; and the 
reaſon of his making mention of weeks, 
and not years, Or times, as in the other 
viſions. 1 5 
It appears clear to me, (as the learned 
Abarbanel has obſerved,) that Daniel, 
from the words of ood perceived, 5 
that | 


SY 


Y that God would viſit all the nations, and 
puniſh them; as may be obſerved from, the 
following prophecy * : For thus ſaith the 


Lord God of Iſrael unto me, Take the wine 
cup of this fury at my hand, and cauſe all the 


nations, to whom I fend thee, to drink it. He 


then mentions, firſt, Jeruſalem ; afterwards 


the King of Egypt, the Kings of Uz, the 
Philiſtines, Edom, Moab, and the chil- 
dren of Ammon; the Kings of Tyre and 
Sidon, and all the iſles beyond the ſea, &. 
Kc. And at laſt, the King of Sheſhak, 
which i is Babylon. 


He alſo farther obſerved, that the wo 


tation of each nation would be at the (end) 
of ſeventy years, as Iſaiah obſerves of 
Tyre; which was one of the nations. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, „ in that day, that 


Here ſhall be forgotten ſeventy years, Iſai, 8 


Xxxiii. 1. The ſame of Babylon. And 
it cal come to paſs, when SEVENTY YEARS. 
are accompl; iſhed, ' will puniſh the King o 


0 Jen. Kev. Is, &c. 
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ll lowed ſeventy years, to fee if they would 
il : repent ; and if not, would chen puniſn 


Babylon. Jer. XXV. 12. And as it is FA 


| Phefied againſt ALL THE NAT10Ns. From 
_ whence it is clear; that, as the viſitation 


that of all the other nations to be; for ſo 
had the wiſdom of God decreed to wait, 
. according to this number. For which 


that this was not the caſe with reſpect to 
f his nation; for that their wickedneſs was 
come up before him, and their ſin was very 
: grievous ; and therefore, their fins would 


25 wait Seventy dl but even times ſe 


TSF 


obſerved in the next verſe, All that is it 
ten in this book, which Jeremiah bath pro- 


of Babylon was to be feoenty years, ſo was 


reaſon, Daniel judged, that the fins of his 
nation would likewiſe be done: away by the 
 froenty years of the captivity of Babylon. 
And therefore, the angel informed him, 


not be atoned for by the feoenty years, as 
the reſt of the nations ; „ to whom he al- | 


ns 
But, verily, a as to Iſrael, te would not 


5 ven 


4 1 
venty Years ; after which, their kin gdom 
| ſhould be cut off, and their dominion ceaſe, 
and they return into captivity, to finiſh an 
atonement for their tranſgreſſions. And 
this is the real meaning of d DN 
Shavungeem ſbiungeem; ſeventy Weeks, i. e. 


not ſeventy years, as you judged, but cen 
times ſeventy years is determined on them. 
Hence the propriety of the anſwer to 


the queſtion, i is manifeſt, as alſo the ex- 
. preſſion of weeks, or ſevens. 


Theſe ſeventy weeks are, without doubt, 


four hundred and ninety years ; the time 


from the deſtruction of the firſt tem ple till 


| the deſtruction of the ſecond. 


This, it was the more ee for the 
angel to inform him of, becauſe Daniel 
judged, that after their return from Ba- 
bylon, by means of that viſitation, all their 


ns would be entirely done away; for 


which reaſon, the angel ſhewed him, that | 
it would not be ſo; for that, the viſita» : 
tion of Babylon, was not a perfect redemp- | 
tian; becauſe chere would not be a general 
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collection of all that were in captivity, 


and all the tribes : fave only a few of Judah 
and Benjamin, and ſuch as fell to them, 
and thoſe not of the moſt reſpectable. 


And, after their return, they were not free, 


but were under the dominion of the Per- 


fians, Medes, and Greeks; as alſo the Ro- 


mans: and although they at one time threw | 
off their yoke, and had kings of the Aſ- 
moneans, and Herodians, yet, was there 
no king among them of the ſeed of David; 
neither had they the ar, with the cheru- 
bum, and the ſpechinab, or divine preſence, 
which reſted thereon; nor the Ureem and 
Tumeen, nor the ſpirit of prophecy, &e. All 
which, is a manifeſtation, that 1 it was not 
a perfect redemption, but only a viſitation, 
that God was pleaſed to viſit them in, 


that they were allowed to build a temple 


to the Lord, by the permiſton of Cyrus, 


and according to the meaſure given by him.” 


This was, that they might the better be 
Enabled to work their repentance, : and make 
an atonement for” ther fins; but, as s chat 


x 43 1 

whs' not the wry and they did evil as hive 
fathers, their kingdom was to be cut off, 
and their dominion ceaſe, after the four 
hundred and ninety years from the Baby- 
loniſh captivity. And, this is the real 


cutting off, or ſeparation of the people 
from the holy city. 


He alſo gave him to Aae by the 
1 word TPM Necbtach, a ſeparation: : that, 


as in the ſecond viſion, which he ſaw of 


ſeries; or be of one nature, either in cap» 


| tivity, or repentance ; or a return to their 
former honor; but that there ſhould be a 
cutting off, or ſeparation of ſeventy weeks 


5 verſes, as will be ſhewn hereafter. 


meaning of the word JIM Nechtach; a 


the morning and evening, and which were 
of the number of two thouſand three hun- 
dred; he was not therefore to imagine 
that they were connected, ſo as to form a 


plained it more at large in the following 


firſt END 3 by the captivity AN 


[ 4 Is 15 
is, 10 finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make 
anend of fins, and to make expiation for 
iniquity. The meaning of this is, that the 
fins are accounted as an impurity and fil- 
thineſs ; » and which i is the cauſe of their 
removal from their creator ; in the fame 
manner, as it is improper to appear before 
kings or princes in dirty or filthy garments. 
And, as theſe. filthy ſpots cannot be re- 
moved from off the garments, but by 
means of waſhing and ſcouring of them, 
ſo, in like manner, is man to act by his 
ſoul. And agrecable to this, ſays Solo- 
mon. Let thy garments be always WHITE, 
i. e. clean, Eccle. ix. 8. And ſo fays the 
prophet, Waſh ye, make ye clan, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes. 
 Ifi. i. 16. And the Plalmiſt ſays, Waſh 
me throughly from mine miquity, , and cleanſe 
me from my fin. Pſal. li. 4. And there- 
fore, afflictions are a neceſſary conſequence 
in relation to ſin, for the cleanſing of the 
foul. But, as repentance does in like 
manner ckanſe and * the foul from 
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Gn; God doth therefore long defer his an- 
ger from the finner, to give him an op- 
portunity to repent: but if he does not, 
he receives his puniſhment. Now, it is 
manifeſt, that while the nation of Iſrael 
were in poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 


they were exceedingly wicked and ſinful 
before God; particularly in idolatry, 
whoredom, ſhedding of innocent blood, 
and in aboliſhing the ſeventh year of reſt &. 
For which reaſon, it was but juſt, that 
they ſhould be puniſhed for thoſe crimes ; 
and therefore, when they were carried 


| away captive to Babylon, for the fin of not 
keeping the ſabbath of the land, agreeable 
to what Moſes foretold | ; they had alſo . 
the promiſe of their return by Jeremiah. 
For thus faith the Lord, that after ſeventy 

years be accompli ſhed at Babylon, I will viſit 


ro and * my good words towards Jou, 


1 


1 Then ſhall the land enjoy her fabbath, as ba as it 


lieth Gelolate, and ye be 3 in your enemy's land, cc. Ibid. 
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in cauſing you to return to this place, Jer. 


xxx. 10. Hence, it is manifeſt, that their 
_ viſitation was to follow that of the pu- 
ni iſhment of 3 as mentioned in 
Jer, xxv. 12. And which was actually 


the caſe: for by the death of Belſhazzar, 
and the ruin of the Babylonian empire 


Which followed, Cyrus coming to the 
throne of Perſia, gave leave to the Jews to 
return to their own land; this being the 
ſole intent of the promiſe of Jeremiah. 
5 Which return was, that they might repent, 
in order to merit a perfect redemption. 
And this is the meaning of the prophet, 


where he ſays, For I know the thoughts that 


I thank towards N. Jaich the. ford, Ke. 


Jer. xx. 1. 
_ Theſe thoughts 3 are not meant of their 


viſitation, or return from Babylon, but 
the latter redemption by the Meſſiah. And 


therefore he fays, in the following verſes, 


Then SHALL YE call upon me, and ye ſhall go 


and pray unto me, &c. This is not a pro- 


ut * but a command, that they ſhould re- 


” nk 


161 


further ſays, And ye ſhall ſeek me, and find 


me, WHEN YE SHALL SEARCH FOR ME 


WITH ALL YOUR HEART. And I will be 


found of you, faith the Lord, and I will turn 


away your captivity, and I will gather you 


from ALL THE NATIONS, and from ALI. 
THE PLACES whether I have driven you, 


ſaith the Lord. This, it is manifeſt, could 


not denote their return from Babylon: for 
that was not from: all on and all 1 na- 


tions. : 
And that they 122 obtain this files 


E reign good, they were commanded to re- 
pent, and pray to him. This, perfectly 
coincides with the words of Moſes, that 
by means of their repentance, God: will 
| gather their ene. 8 Levit. xxvi. . 5 


&. 


And, becauſe during the time of the ſe 
cond temple, inſtead of their repenting, (as 
they ought to have done) they added to 
their former fins, by murder, whoredom, 
injuſtice, violence, and rapine ; ; as alſo by 


the 


pent, tand pray unto him; as the prophet 


5 mitted from the time of their firſt entrance 


thouſand three hundred years: during the 


long captivity, (unleſs they repented) to 


: Tt ” 2 }. 
= the here es of the Sadduces, c. It was 
therefore, that this captivity was deter- 
mined upon them; not for the crimes 
which they committed during the ſecond 
5 temple only, but for all they had com- 


into the land, in the days of Joſhua, till 
the deſtruction of the firſt temple, by Ne- 
buchadnezzar z as well as thoſe during the 

ſecond temple. In the whole, near one 


greateſt part of which, they were continu- 
: ally doing evil in the ſight of the Lord. 
And as for this length of time, in which 
they had ſinned, they were but a few years 
| in Babylon; they conſequently were not 
cleanſed but of a ſmall part of their ſins; 
and therefore, the Supreme Being had de- 
- termined, that they ſhould go into a very 


receive their puniſhment, and accompliſh : 
| their ſins, according to what the prophet 
Jeremiah ſays. The puniſhment of thine ini- 
| OT" 15 accompl — 0 _ of Zia. 
| Lament, 


[ 49 1 

Lament. iv. 22. For which reaſon, the 
angel made uſe of the ſame expreſſion; 

for to make an accompliſhment of fins, &c. ; 
I muſt farther obſerve, that the angel 


atonement. The reaſon of which is, that 
for the fin of not keeping of the ſabbati- 


crying ſins, viz. idolatry, murder, and 


during all the time that they were in the 


Ver to finiſh the tranſgreſion, i. e. IDOoLA- 


ment for iniquity, i. e. MURDER, 


made uſe of three different expreſſions, - 
"227 nog g For to finiſh ; and for to 


make an accompliſhment ; and for to make an 


cal years, they were puniſhed by the capti- 
vity in Babylon; but, for the three great 


 whoredom, which they had been guilty of 


land, they did not receive any puniſhment 
for, during the Babyloniſh captivity, by rea- 
fon of the ſhortneſs of its duration; and 
| therefore, this long captivity was neceſſary 


Try, and for to make an accompliſhment for 
ſm; i. e. wHoREDOM, and to make an alone. 


Hence, the firſt END propoſed by * 

captivity, is clearly explained. And, as 

the explanation of prophecies, is generally 
— BH . 


„ 5 N 
very mort, or only by indication, the angel | 
judged it ſufficient in ſaying, JIM is cut 
off; indicating thereby, that the kingdom, 
or government, would be cut off, and rag 
oaks into captivity. 

The ſecond END propoſed is, d War 


de and to bring in everlaſting righteou/. 
neſs. The intent of which expreſſion is, 


a that, as the children of 1ſrael were in 


Egypt four hundred years, in order that 
by their miraculous departure from thence, 
the truth of the exiſtence of the bleſſed 
God, his power, and particular providence 
might be made manifeſt, as Moſes was 


expreſsly inſtructed to ſay, To the END thou = 


mayeſt know THAT I AM THE LORD i the 
| midſt of the earth. Exod. viii. 22. That 
thou mayeſt Know that there is NONE LIKE 


ux 57 all the earth. Ibid. ix. 14. Again. : 


And that my name MAY BE DECLARED 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE EARTH. Ibid. 


xiv. And- which manifeſtation, was per- 


| fected by the children of Iſrael only, ob- 
| taining the true knowledge of God; fo, in 


t 


like manner, was it the intent of the Su- 


preme Being, to dignify all mankind, 


whom he ſaw plunged into the moſt con- 
fuſed and erroneous principles, not having 
the leaſt ſenſe of the truth. And, as it is 


not to be ſuppoſed that the intent of the 
Supreme Being, in the creation of man, | 


can be fruſtrated, or vain; as all that he cre- 
ated was for his 6LoRy. He hath thought 


proper, according to his ſuperior wiſdom, | 
to ſh ew mankmd the way wherein they muſt 


walk, | and the wor # that they muſt a : 7 


that ins ſhall be conſumed out of the earth, 
and the idols entirely cut off; and that they 
may all know and underſtand that the king 
dom is the Lord's, and that he is the only 
Governor among the nations; and that the 
firm belief of his UNITY may be fo un- 
alterably fixed in their hearts, as that they 
may attain to the ed for which they were 
created, This, is to be obtained by bring- 


ing his people hw in this long captivity : 


ſo that when they are redeemed therefrom, 5 
and all the outcaſts of Iſrael are gathered 5 
. . H 3 wegen 1 


8 quently neceſſary, that this captivity 
ſhould be thus long; becauſe, the means 


5 
| together; as alſo the reſurrettion of the 
dead, (and which is to follow immediately) 
all the nations of the earth will, by means 
thereof, arrive at the true belief of his divi- 
_ nity, and receive his kingly government. 
And, as this purpoſe is of the greateſt mag- 
nitude, as ALL nations are to receive the 
true knowledge of God, it was conſe- 


ought to be proportioned to the effect. 
And, as a captivity of four hundred years 
in Egypt Was neceſſary, for the nation of 
the Jews ory, to arrive at the true know- 

| ledge of God, it muſt conſequently be 
neceſſary for this captivity- to be much 
longer, as being the means of bringing 
AIX the nations of the earth to the true 
faith; agreeable to what the prophet Ifaiah 
fays. And it ſhall come to paſs in THE LAST 
DAYS, that the mountain of the Lord's 
houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the 

8 | mountains, and fhall be exalted above the bills; 
AND ALL NATIONs ſhall fow unto it. And 
many. 


4 53. 1 ; 


many people ſhall go and ſay, Come ye, and Ie 


us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
houſe of the God of Jacob, and HE WILL 
teach us OF HIs WAYS, AND WE WILL 


WALK IN HIS PATHS; for out of Zion 
| ſhall go forth the law, and the word of the 


Lord from Feruſalem, Ifai, ii. 2, 3. And 


verſe 20. In that day a man ſhall caſt away 
bis idols of filver, and his idols of gold, which 
they made, ( each one) for himſelf to worſhip, | 


&c. And as he in another place obſerves, 
ALL ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers 
on the earth, when he liſteth up an enſign on 
the mountains ; and when he bloweth a trum- 


pet, hear ye. Ifai. XVII. 3. And the pro- 
phet Zephaniah ſays, For then will I turn 


to phe people a pure language, that they may 


| ALL call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve | 
bim with one conſent. Leph. iii. 9. Theſe, 


beſides innumerable other paſlages of ſerip- 
ture, all teſtify, that by means of the reſto- 
ration of the Jews, all nations will be 


brought to the knowledge of the true 


God. And in hs ſenſe it was, that the 
angel 


2 


1 5 "I 

pace faid to Daniel, to bring : in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs; i. e, the captivity which is 
determined upon thy people, and upon thy 

| holy city, is, in order to BRING IN 
FEVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
The third end propoſed is, an h DAN?) 
and to ſeal the viſion and prophecy. Not 
according to the ſenſe given in the En gliſh 

|* tranſlation, 7 ſeal up; i. e, to ceaſe; but 
auite the reverſe: for whereas, before the 
dueſtruction of the temple, &c. it was the 

$2 place of the influence of prophecy, and 
which produced a number of prophets in 
Itrael: yet, after the deſtruction, as the | 
Pfalmift obſerves, We ſee not our ſigns ; 
: Fürur Is no more any prophet, &c. Pal, 
Ixxix. 9. But at the reſtoration of Iſrael, 
the ſpirit of prophecy will be again reſtored 

do them; as the prophet ſays, And it ſhall 
TY come 10 Paſs afterward, (that) q wilt pour 
- nn my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons and 
Jau daughters ſhall prophecy, &c. Joel ii. 
28. And I wilt ſhew wonders in the heavens, 

aud 1 in the earth, re, Wia . 30. . 
meaning 3 


"x 
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indaning of which is, that in thoſe days 


the ſpirit of prophecy being reſtored to 
Iſrael, the prophets will be enabled to work 


miracles, as aforetime. This is the intent X 
of the expreſſion fo ſeal the prophecy ; i. e. 


the prophecies will be then publickly au- 
thenticated ; as if ſealed with the ſeal of God. 

He alſo thereby alluded to this long cap- 
tivity, as the means of perfecting all the 


= prophecies fotetold, concerning the capti- 
vity of the nation ; their redemption, and 
the reſurrection of their dead; as the ſole 
end and purpoſe of all the prophecies; and 
which being accompliſhed, the ſpirit of 
prophecy will again return to the nation, 


as heretofore. 
The fourth end epo ö is _ vpn n 


and to anoint the Holy of Holies. As to 

the Holy of Holies, that is explained in 

the law *, to denote the moſt holy place; 
and, as in the ſecond temple, the Holy 
of Holies was not anointed, (as the oil 


* Exod. xxvi. 33. ke, | 


Was 


1 


. 
was not to be found) and which was the 
cauſe, that the Shechinah, (or divine pre- 
ſence) which was manifeſted by a viſible 
cloud reſting over the mercy ſeat*, was 
wanting in the ſecond temple. 

And the want of this, fo neceſſary to 
the Holy of Holies, is allowed even by a 
_ Chriſtian author of great note 9; (who, 
it is to be preſumed, cannot be ſuſ⸗ 
pected of favoring my hypotheſis) who, 
ſpeaking of the things wanting in the ſe⸗ 3 
cond temple, obſerves of the anointing 
ol, But this (the oil) being wanting in 
N the ſecond temple, the want thereof 
« cauſed a want of W in all things 
* elſe belonging to it.” The angel, there- 
1 fore, informs him, that at the time of 
dheir redemption, and appearance of the 
true Meſſiah, the anointing oil, which was 
ai; or deſtroyed, at the deſtruction | 
of the firſt temple, will be again reſtored 

to them; and with which, they wil then 


* 7 xvi. 2, &c. | 
1 Dr. Prideaux. Dr. Conne d. Vol. | page 19 ze 


.- 


anoint 1 


r , rr TOI, AGE) 9 xn 


Ls? 


een the Holy of Helics, as 4 pecutiat 


mark of its being choſen by God; as alſo 


of its duration: and which was the reafoh 


that the ſecônd temple was not anointed ; 
to ſhew, that its duration was not to be 


eternal, as that mention ed by Ezekiel “; 
and Whieh is to be 4ecording to the pats 


tern ſhewn to that prophet: 


terms informed him, that, as in the Baby 


loniſh captivity, and alſo during the ſecond 
temple, they would not be cleanſed of their 
manifold fins ; they were therefore, after 
theſe ſeventy weeks, which were determined 
upon them, (unleſs they ſincerely repented) 5 
to go into captivity, to finiſſi tranſgreſſion, = 
Ke. and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, : 
and to ſtal up the vijion and Prophecy, and i; 


 anoint the moſt holy. 


| An, after the angel had thus expreſſed 
himſelf in general terms, he deſcended to 


particulars; and for which, he laid down 


» Eck. Ain xliit i; 10, Kr. 


Flence it is clear, that the atigel in general 


four Propoſitions, (1 I A be allowed the 


| +. 38 1 
term) or periods. Firſt, Know is, 5 
underſtand, (that ) from the going forth of the 
commandment, to reſtore and to build Feruſa- 
lem, unto the ANOINTED ner; ol. * be} 
SEVEN WEEKS, 
I have already obſerved 4, that the . 
of the ſeventy weeks, was in order to re- 
move the doubt which Daniel had enter- 
| tained of the prophecies of Jeremiah, 
1 concerning the viſitation: the angel there- 
fore informed him, that the caſe was the 
reverſe of what he thought; and that fo 
fr from prolonging it, God would, on the 
cCbuontrary, haſten it; and that, at the end of 
ſeyen weeks, or forty-nine years: for ſo 
long was it from the deſtruction of the 
1 firſt temple, till Cyrus t, who was THE 
 ANoINTED. PRINCE, gave leave to build 
the ſecond. 
Second, And threeſeore an bo weeks the 3 
1 8 ſhall. be built again, and the wall, even 
mm troublous times. Herewith he gave him 


= 


page 36. + « Thus cath the Lord to his ain. 


5 « to Cyrus,” Iſai. adv. 1. EW” To TY 


A „ SI 


to SeeBind: that after the ſeven weeds | 
before mentioned, there would come a time 


in which the building would' be hindered ; 


and which was on account of the letter 


written by Rehum and Shimſhai to Artax- 
erxes; and who, in conſequence thereof, 


made the building ceaſe, till the ſecond | 
year of the reign of Darius, who gave leave 


to finiſh the building ; ; and which, after 
being finiſhed, continued till the coming 


of the Romans, ſixty- two weeks, beſide 
the laſt week, at the beginning of which, 
the Romans came and warred againſt them: 
and at length intirely deſtroyed the cities of 
Judah, Jeruſalem, the temple, &c. For 
| from the time that Cyrus firſt gave leave 
to build the temple, till its completion, was 
twenty-one years; and its duration, four 
hundred and twenty; in the whole ſixty- 
three weeks, or four hundred and forty- 
one years: but the angel made his diviſion 
nt fixty-two weeks; as he afterwards de- 
ſcribed what was to come to paſs in the 


laſt week, And by the word vun it ſhall 


1 2 e return, 


4 * 
— 


| Lu aue. W 


return, he aleded to the leave giyen by 
Darius, 46 return to the building again. At 
which time, the ſeyeuty years of the Gp: 
tivity of Babylon were accompliſhed. | 
And by the words, in troulluis times, he 
11 : rmed Him, that, during the building 
the temple, they would have continual 

bo beende, and alarms from their enemies; as 
mentioned in Ezra. And in Nehem, iy, 
ut we find, that while ane half of them 
wrought in the work, the other half were 
obliged to hold the ſhears, the ſhields, &. 
And even after the finiſhing of it, they 
would frequently be troubled, and perſe- 
 cuted; and which was really the caſe; as 
may be obſeryed of the troubles, and per- 
ſecutions theyunderwent from both Greeks, 
and Romans: not to mention their inteſtine 
troubles. All which plainly ſhews, that 
it was not a thorough redemption, _ 
. Third, And after threeſcare and two weeks ; 
5 2 THE ANOINTED be cut off, AND Nor 
To HIM: and the city and ſanctuary ſhall be 
- ftroged {by } the people US the Privice. that 


(«a1 


* The auginted * here mentioned Ws Kang 


B ee 
"oy 


= „ The word nun devotes the anolackd + hd who can 


pe properly called ſa, but the King. lo avas'the Lord's 
projgted? as David e 


For who can frretch forth this hand againſt the Lord's 


ANOINTED. 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. - And the reaſon that the 


King was lo called is, becauſe he was anointed at the 


| expreſs command of God, by the hand of the prophet. 
But this can in no wiſe be applied to Jeſus ; who, after 
all my reſearches, I cannot find, was anointed by any 


prophet, or other perſon, except the woman pouri 

| ointment on his head, may be ſo called. See Mark 
av. 3. 

41 to what you obſerve, page 37» of oi Joſe, 
phus, I muſt take the liberty to ſet you right, by inform- 


ing you, that the work, called Joſephoen Ben Gorian, was 
Witten by the true Joſephus, and who wrote his Joſephus 


to, the Romans, i in Greek; and the other, (which you call 
ſpurious) to the Jews, in Hebrew. As to the cauſe of its 


pot being heard of before the twelfth century, I can eaſily 


account for : for being written in Hebrew, the Chriſtians, 


Vho before that period knew very Kttle of the ſacred lan- 
- guage, were not able to read it; but that there were au- 


thentic copies of it among the Jews, is not to be doubted; 


as Rabhi They. obſerves. And What is with me a great 


| Proof « of its anchenticity, is the contradictions of the Chriſ- 

ians about it; for, Baſnage, who is the moſt: con- 
fiderable of them, in his great zeal to decry it, has fell 
into a moſt egregious blunder. He firſt obſerves, . That 


_ #< Joſeph, the hiſtorian, the ſon of Gorian, is one of the | 
10 Dottors that France a 4 forth in the ELEVENTH 


. 5 e CENTURY.” 


xpreſſed himſelf, in regard to Saul 3 


Fo about four years before the deſtruction of 
the temple: as was alſo his ſon: and which 


him, i. e, there ſhall be no more of him: 
for after his death, there was no more 
3 kingly power to the Jewiſh nation to this 


tuary ſhall be deflroyed by } the people of the 


| ſhall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 
. _ wary, deſolations are determined. All which, 5 
was fully accompliſhed under Titus, who 


commanded them to demoliſh. the walks 
the houſes, &c. 


: firſt ſeven, and the fixty-two he e 
2 CENTURY. _ "ad; a little farther he obſerves, 
1 cellents of the TENTH CENTURY.” [Baſnage' $ 


_ miſtake as this, I think very little credit ought to be given 
to the accounts of Chriſtian hiſtorians concerning this 


Fo . to call the crac pp 


is ſhewn by the words W PN) and not to 


day, And why? becauſe the city and fanc- 


prince that ſhall come ; and the end thereof 


And, after having mentioned. the parti. 1 
culars of the ſixty- nine weeks, viz, the 


1 That the book was known to Saadias, one of the Ex- 


Hiſtory of the Jews, page 610, 611,] After ſuch a groſs 


book ; eſpecially, as learned men (and you alſo) allow 
that a ſpurious paſſage has been foſtered into what on are 


— 4A 0 De GFR oat . ——— EN REI IEA" .. ̃˖ꝙ es 
— * 


* 


_ 41%] _ 
to the laſt „erk of the ſeventy; a un 
WIR rn DAT And be ſhall sTRENGTHEN 


w .a.P 


the covenant with many one week. This is 
ſpoken of the prince, mentioned in the 


preceding verſe, and who coming at the 
beginning of the laſt week, was continually 


offering peace to the Jews, according to 
the emperor's deſire; and therefore, the 
angel made uſe of the verb vam and he 
ſhall ſtrengthen: : i. e. he ſhall endeavor to 
ſtrengthen the covenant, that was between | 
them: and for that reaſon, he did not ſay | 
that he ſhould make a covenant with 
them; ; but only to rengthen the former : 


mid {or half} of the week 7 1. e. the ſeven- 


| tieth) he /ball cauſe the fart ce and the ob- 5 
lation fo ceaſe. The predicti on was fully 


verified; for on account of the great trou- 
bles of the ſiege, the ſacrifice, and the of- 
 fering, ceaſed from the temple, three years 


1 as to the i And in the 


and a half before its deſtruction. And he 
farther obſerves, that all this was to come 


© 7 204th, een — 


| 5 8 chapter. In the firſt year F hrs reign, I | 


— 


wen Ge, * oo rang he ae 
Snakes,” it ſovald be Made” deſolate : i. e. 
che abominations which they had com- 
mitted, during both the firſt and ſecond 
temples; Hence the anſwer to Daniel's 
dbu Was complete; and which was to in 
form Rim that the viſitation of the Baby- 
loniar captivity 'wias not prolonged, but ra- 
mer haſtened; but chat, if they {ould not 
repent n their ways, they would 
after the period allowed them, go into a 
long captivity, to expiate Wer We tranſ- 

> ods & . ONS 
(Ph, what uppears 1 me; and + 
PEP not, to every impartial, and candid 
- perſon alſo, when duly confideted, as per- 
ſectly conformable: to the whole context, 
beginning from the ſecond verſe of the 


Daniel under ſtooi by books the number of years, 
_ Wwheredf the word of the. Lord came to Fere- | 
miab the prophet, that be would accompliſh 
SEVENTY YEARS in the defolation' of Jeru- 
we: Henee, — to the explanation 


here 


K 


| here giren, it is manifeſt, that tlie anſwer 


Was perfectly calculated to remove his 
doubt; and which was all that was in- 


tended by it. But if you, ot any other 


Chriſtian, mould think proper to diſpute 


the ſenſe here given, I mean then, to take a 


review of all the explanations given by the 


= Chriſtian commentators: and I pledge 
myſelf to produce ſuch unſurmountable 
objections to their different ſyſtems, as 


will clearly point out the fallacy of them, 
and firmly fix the truth of mine. 


As to what you object againſt Rabbi 
Iſaac, that from the deſtruction of the 
— temple, by Nebuchadnezzar, to that 
« by Titus, was a period of more than 
" 6 50 years, is, 1 preſume, not accord- 5 


ing to ſcripture; z but, on the contrary, 
is founded on the opinion. embraced by 
Chriſtian writers, from prophane authors; 


who hold, that from Cyrus, King of 
Perſia, till Darius, who was conquered by 
Alexander, there were fourteen Kings. But, 
nm. is PAI contrary to eriphors x for 
187 — in 


be three kings more in Perſia, beſides 
Cyrus; in the third year of whoſe reign, 
he faw the viſion; which plainly ſhews, | 
that there were to be but four kings in all, 
viz. Cyrus, his ſon Cambyſes, Ahſuerus, 
the huſband of Eſther, and * called 


in ſcripture Artaxerxes. 


of the dvine Miſfim of Opin, compared 


1 are pleaſed to tell u us, 1 18, of 


- ä vou mean Chriſt and the 


a 
in the viſion which he ſaw, (chap. x. xi.) 
the angel informed him, that there was to 


I am, &c. 


LETTER I. 


with that of Moss. 


DEAR SIR, 


your letters) ©* That our anceſtors 
« rejected thoſe who came from God, [I 


04 N 5 


67 2% 
c apoſtles) and who brought the ſame teſ- 


7 


and the preceding prophets, brought be- 
& fore them; i e. the working of mira- 
cles. e 
All this is eaſily aſſerted, but not pee 


have proved; firſt, that the miracles which 


which Jeſus wrought, were in like manner 


5 neceſſity for their being performed. 


miracles which he wrought, (although 


and ſecondly, that there was not only no 


c timonials of a divine miſſion that Moſes, 


for, in my humble opinion, you ought to 


Moſes wrought, were the eſpecial proof of 
bis divine miſſion: and, ſecond, that thoſe 


ſuch, as no human being could work 
without the immediate aſſiſtance of - 
_ God; and that there was alſo the 8 


as you have thought not proper to 3 
in this fair manner, I mean to take the taſk N 


upon myſelf; and ſhall, therefore, in the 
firſt place prove, that Moſes was not be- 
lieved by the Jewiſh nation merely for the 


there was the greateſt neceflity for them) 


L ſuch neceſſity for thoſe of Jeſus, but that 
5 * 2 ” 15 they | 


3 


We © 


aw were ſcarcely juſt or rational ; and con- 
d cannot be offered as proofs of his 
divine miſſion, in ren of that of 
Moſes. 


As to the miracles of Moſes, Yes way 


the greateſt neceſſity for them. For in- 
_ Nance, the plagues he brought upon the 
" Egyptians, was neceſſary for the redemp- 


tion of the Jewiſh nation; as was the di- 


viding of the Red ſea, and the drowning | 
of the Egyptians, for their farther deli- 


verance from them. The manna from 


heaven, and the water from the rock, were 
neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence in che wil. 


detneſs : the fame of all the reſt, 


And, although they were performed in 5 
the light of both the Jewiſh and Egyptian 


nations, yet were they only preparatory to 


that, which was to fix their firm belief in 


the divine miſſion of Moſes, viz. God 
ſpeaking with Moſes face to face, in 
the preſence of six HUNDRED THOUSAND 
MEN, beſides women and children; as men- 


a in Exodus, chap. xix. 9. And the 


Lord 1 


”” 


— — 


gy | by 5 
tht faid unto Moſes, Lo, Icone unto thee in 


a thick claud, that the people may bear when 


EVER, 


| greater cannot be required, as Moſes him- 
| emphatically expreſſes it, For aſe now 


the earth, and ſaſt) fromone fide of the heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath been (any 
ſuch thing Jas this great thing ia, or hath 
been beard lite it? Did (ever ) peo ple hear 


| fire, as thou haſt beard ? Deut. iv. 32, 33. 
And it is this that God meant by the ex- 


baſt brought forth the people out of Egypt, 
Je ſhall fer Ve Ged Po this mountain. Ero. 
ili. 12. 


ive miſſion of Moles, becaule, they not 
| only 


T peak 4th thee, AND BELIEVE THEE FOR 
This, Sir, was the ect proof of * 
ö divine mijion of Moſes : and indeed, a 
of the days that are paſt, which were before 
thee, fiuce the day that God created man upon 


the voice of God ſpeaking out Ul the midſt 5 


preſſion, And this (ſhall be) a fign unts thee, 
THAT T HAVE SENT THEE : when thou 


For this was the ſontia proof of the 


only heard God ſpeak to Moſes, but to 


1 


themſelves alſo; and by which, they were 


fully ſatisfied of the exiftence of the ſpirit of 


prophecy, as we find they exprefled them- 


ſelves, And we have heard his voice out of 


the midſt, of the fre - we have ſeen this day 


THAT GO DOTH TALK WITH PRA; and 


he liveth. Deut. v. 24. 


And what is ſtill a greater EY of his 


divine miſſion, and that the nation were 


fully convinced thereof, is, that they from 


thenceforward, agreed to receive, as com- 
ing from God, whateyer he ſhould deliver 


to them; becauſe, they then were fully ſa- 


x tisfied of his miſſion. Hear their own | 
words. Now therefore why ſhould we die ? for 
_ this great fire will conſume us. If we conti- 
nue to hear the voice gf the Lord our God any 
more, then ave ſhall dis. For who {1s there 


% all fleſh that hath heard the voice of the 


living God, ſpeaking out of the midſt of the 
fre, as we £ have ) and lived ? Go thou near, 
and hear. all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay, 


and fpeak thou unto us ALL, that the Lord 


our 


71 ] 

our God ſhall ſpeak unto thee, AND WE wit. 
HEAR Ci, AND Do (i). Ibid. 25, 26, 
27. and Exod. xv. 19. | 
And, as it was by ſuch FO 


means, that they came to entertain a firm 
belief in his divine miſſion, it hath never 
been effaced from the Jewiſh nation: for 
notwithſtanding, that they fell into idolatry 
and other crimes, yet, at no time whatever 
did the nation deny the divine miſſion of 

| Moſes. No, Sir, not the deſtruction of our 


| government, and the conſequent diſperſion 


of our nation; the perſecutions of Infi- 
dels and Chriſtians, and the almoſt univer- 
| fal contempt of nations, have ever been 8 


able to root it out of our hearts. 


Hence it is manifeſt, from the words 3 
God himſelf, (and who, we muſt. grant, 
was fully acquainted with the ſentiments 
of the nation) that miracles only were not 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh a firm belief in the 
divine miſſion of Moſes ; much leſs can 


thoſe of Jeſus, and which you freely ac- 
monlege, cannot vie with thoſe recorded 


. 


„ 
of Moſes, s point of magnitude ad FI 
dur, be thought ſo: more eſpecially, if we 
conſider the ſtrong injunctions laid on us 
by Moſes, not to add or diminiſh from the 
law. Ye ſhall not a pp unto the word, iobich 
I commund you, neither ſhall ye bIMI NIS 
ll ought) from it. Deut. iv. 2. and xii. 3. 
i - Whereas, Chriſtians hold, that Jeſus had 
power to aboliſh the Moſaical diſpenſa- 
tion; and which ſay they he actually did. 
And although you, and ſome other Chriſ- 
tians, believe the perpetual obligation of the 
law of Moſes z yet, I ſuppoſe, that a per- 
ſon of your knowledge and experience need 
not be informed, that, that is not the ſen- 
titments of Chriſtians in general; and this, 
leads me to conſider your attempt to con- 
vert the Jews, to what you call Chriſtianity, | 
as both prepoſterous, and uſeleſs. Pre- 
| poſterous ; becauſe you mult be ſenſible, 
that to convert a nation, ſuch as the Jews, 
to Chriſtianity, the profeſſors thereof ought 
to be unanimous, in what the work .of 


ſalvation conſiſts 3 * they might 
e 


1 
— ͤbQn e . 7 


"wt 


be ate therefrom; by reaſori of the 
difficulty attending the making a proper 
choice of that which is right) that this is 
not the caſe with what is called Chriſti- 

anity, I ſubmit to the judgment of every 
candid and impartial perſon. 
go to the Catholic church, we are told, 


For, if we 


that out of the pale thereof, there is no ſal- 


vation; and conſequently, muſt ſubmit to 
believe, :ranſubRtantiation ; the worſhipping. 
or praying to ſaints and images, with a 
whole train of et ceteras, or go to the devil. 
although the reformed churches, 
(with the whole body of diſſenters) are 
more charitable; yet, unleſs a perſon firmly 
believes the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
the merits of the 4/ood and ſuffering of 
Chriſt, as the Meſiab and Saviour of the 
world, there is no ſalvation for him. Nay, 
even you yourſelf, and thoſe that are of your 
opinion, are not conſidered as Ch riſtians, by 
thoſe that account themſelves orthodox; as 
J underſtand, from both clergy and laity, 
1 with whom I have converſed. And what 
1, 


And, 


is 


: 1 
1 
1 
11 
6 
; 5 


| © of their fathers, and worſhip they know 


. . * metaphyſical Being, whom they call the 


1 6 1 5 


is more, you are included in the ſame con- 
demnation as the Jews, for not believing in 
the doctrine of the Trinity; as I perceive 
by the following paragraph, and which 
Mr. Lindley, in his Sequel to the Apo- 
logy for reſigning the vicarage of Catte- 
_ rick,” obſerves, that it is taken from 
9 page 30, of an © Anſwer to the Rev. Mr. 
| Romaine's Practical Commentary on the 
one hundred and ſeventh Pfalm- = 
Ass I am not poſſeſſed of either the 
Commentary, or Anſwer ; 11 ſhall give itin | 
Mr. Lindſey's own words. In page 100, 
we meet with a ſurpriſing accuſation 
Co againſt the Jews, that they are now 
* without a God, becauſe they have re- 
jected the true God, the bleſſed Trinity 


not what. They have ſet up ſome 
* 3096 ſtrange kind of an infinitely extended | 


one ſupreme God, and who never had 
any exiſtence, but what the enemies of 

_ < Chriſtianity have been pleaſed to give 
| #6 * him. 5 


« him.” Romaine's Practical Commentary. 


1 This is a new deſcription of atheiſm. To 
believe in ovꝝ ſupreme God, is with ig- 
4 norant zeal aſſerted to be the ſame thing 


the words of Mr. Lindſey) what is atheiſm, 
or what is blaſphemy, if denying the exiſtence 


this malevolent charge, that if they worſhip 


{ſcribed in the law and the prophets, : as THE 


 * thor's zeal cannot ſtop here. Chriſtians 


„ him 


% as to be without a God.“ But J aſk, (in 


of ONE ſupreme God be not? And may not 
I fay,- in vindication of the Jews, againſt 


one ſupreme God, they do worſhip the 
God of their fathers? Do they not wor- 
ſhip the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and 
of Jacob, in whom they believed? The 
God of Moſes, to whom he declared him- 
ſelf by the name I AM? The God de- 


ONLY LIVING AND TRUE Gop, And my 
Nj author farther obſerves, - © But the au- 


<« are included in the fame condemnation 
with the Jews, if they do not aſſent to 
« this new * article of his own invented 


« creed.” © 
LY 1 I nend * author rightly, I muſt differ from i 


. 

creed. N to the n 1 
226. 
And can you imagine, as a whale: na- 
tion would forſake a religion given by 
__ God himſclf, for ſuch manifeſt contra- 

dictory apinions; and which, according to 
your doctrine, are both far from true Chriſ- 
tianity? Where is the poor Jew now to 
chooſe ? Why he is in a worſe plight than 
the idolatrous Jews in the time of Ahab, 
for they halted between two opinions only, 
as Elijah told them; (1 Kings xviii. 21.) 
but here are 7bree, Am TI not now juſti- 
ſied in calling your attempt prepoſterous ? 
But perhaps you will tell me, that what 
you profeſs is right, and that ** you believe 
in the perpetual obligation of ALL the 
* laws which Moſes preſeribed to our 
* nation.“ (page 5 of your letters) If lo, 
I at once pronounce your attempt to be 
nugatory. For can we do more by em- 
Vim in this ; for I 3 1 that the ſelf-exiſt. | 
ence, and equality of Chriſt with the Father, &c. was al- 
ways held by the Trinitarians ; conſequently . i cannot be 


2 a fee invented article. 
bracing 5 
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bracing Chriſtianity, than adhere to the 
law of Moſes, even according to "TO * 


1 ?_ ſurely not. 


But notwithſtanding your opinion, and 
tat of your ſect, (which are but a hand- 


ful) Chriſtians in general hold, that on the 


preaching of the goſpel, the aboliſhment of 
| the Moſaical diſpenſation took place. And 


it is on this ground, that we are to conſider 
the divine miſſion of Chriſt. Now, as the 
divine miſſion of Moſes by God's ſpeak- 
ing to him face to face, as before obſerved, 


is clearly proved ; and as God had ſtrictly Y 
injoined us by Moſes not To ADD, or 1 
MINISH from the law ſo given by him, 
what muſt we think of one who by his 


doctrine abrogated it? Epheſ. ii. 15. Ro- 


mans vii, 6. Gal. iii. 24, 25. and Heb. x. 
1.&, In my humble opinion, I think it 


is clear, that he could not be ſent by God, 
as God never contradicts himſelf. 

As to the miracles of Jeſus; I have ob- 
ſerved, they were ſcarcely ju or rational, 


| thall at preſent take. notice of but one 


or 


K. 1 
cot two, viz. 1: His driving of the devils 
out of the two men poſſeſſed, and ſending 
them into the herd of ſwine. Matt. viii. 
28. This, I think, was not ſtrictly 
juſt; for, as (according to your opinion) 
he was but a man, and a prophet, I would 
willingly be informed, what right he had 
to deſtroy another perſon's property, in 
the manner he did, by ſending the devil 
into them, and ſo cauſing them to run vio- 
lently into the ſea and periſh ? 
2. His curſing the fig-tree for not bear- 
ing fruit out of ſeaſon. Mark xi, 13. This 
I conceive to be neither rational, or juſt, 
For, i in the firſt place, the text ſays, And 
when be came to it, he found nothing but 
' leaves; for the time of figs was not vert, 
 Henceit is manifeſt, that he required the 
tree to produce fruit out of ſeaſon, and 
which would have been contrary to the 
intent of its creator ; and therefore, he, as 
a dutiful ſon, curſes the innocent and 
guiltleſs tree, for doing that which his fa- 
"0 ther had commanded it to do, viz. to bear 


i 

2 779-2 3 5 te : . „„ F fruit 2 
3 
i, E 


1 79 J 
fruit in its proper ſeaſon. If after 4. 


ſtory, much good may it do them : but I 


verting the OY ow to the n 
tian faith. 


Auguſtin ſomewhere obſerves) inſtead of 
curſing the fig-tree, have made a d ry, dead, 


bernacle of witneſs, in order to prove there- 


BUDS, AND BLOOMED BLOSSOMS, AND 
YIELDED ALMONDS, Nob, XV. » Had 
Jeſus 


Chriſtians ſhould ſtill perſiſt in the mi- 
| racle, according to the letter of the 


am ſure, it will never be the means of con- 
But had Jeſus, on the contrary, as is (St, | 


or withered one immediately to bud, flou- 
rich, and preſently to bring forth fruit out 
of ſeaſon, as we find recorded by Moſes, _ 
who, taking a rod of each tribe, by the - 
command of God, laid them up in the ta- 


by, whom it was that he was pleaſed to 
make choice of for the prieſthood, we find, 
And it came to paſs, that on the morrot, Moſes 
went into the tabernacle of witneſs : and le- 
bold, the R.0D of Aaron, for the bouſe of Levi = 
Was BUDDED, AND BROUGHT FORTH ; 
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Jeſus affed i in this manner, it would have 
been ſuch an inſtance of his power, as to 
bave rendered the proof of the miracle in- 
diſputable; though not of ſufficient autho- 
rity to prove Bis divine miſſion, as above 
ſhewn by Moſes. „„ : 
But, Sir, I have, yet ſomething Wacker 
to object againſt this miracle, and which 

| affects. the credibility of the hiſtory there- 
of. For in Matthew xxi. it appears, that 
he. firſt caſt out the buyers and ſellers out 
of the temple; and on the morrow curſed 
the fig-tree ; whereas, according to Mark 
Xi. it is clear, that it was tranſacted before 
the driving of them out of the temple. 
guch a manifeſt contradiction, in inſpired I 


writers, (and who, according to your opi- 
nion, were well acquainted with the facts 
about which they wrote) I think, muſt 
greatly hurt the credibility of the hiſtory ] 
which you ſo ſtrenuouſly recommend us to 
pers. YT DHA GDI 

© And I am confident, 0 that there are a 
number of others as glaring as this ; but 
| Ty | Which, 


» L 81 } 
Which, I have not at preſent, either time 
or inclination to point out. I cannot, 
| however, paſs by the following, without 
taking notice of it; if it is only that 

_ Chriſtians in general (Trinitarians, as well Tz 
as Unitarians) may turn their thoughts 
towards it, in order to give a ſatisfactory 
anſwer thereto. It i is as follows: — 
The Evangeliſt, St. Matthew, in che 1 
| firſt chapter of his goſpel, gives us the ge. 
nealogy of Chriſt; and Luke, in the third _ | 
chapter of his goſpel, does the ſame; but | 
with ſuch difference, that an unprejudiced 


perſon, would hardly think, they belonged | 
to one and the ſame perſon ; for the latter 1 


not only differs from the former, in almoſt I 
the whole genealogy from Joſeph to David, i 
but has alſo added a few more generations ; 
and likewiſe made Jeſus to deſcend from 
Nathan, the ſon of A, inftead of * 5 
 lomon. © 
And you will alſo plante to hh that 
they arenot only contradictory to each other, 1 
but are inconſiſtent with themſelves: for 


— 


e reer. 
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What a ſo he Matthew i. 18, 


ll with Matthew xiii. 55. or than Luke i . 


34, 35. and Luke xiy. 22. 8 
Perhaps you will tell me, in hs lan- 
1 of a certain writer of your a, 
who, in confuting the Trinitarian, Arian, 
and Socinian ſyſtems, concerning the mira- 
culous conception of Jeſus, obſerves, (in 
ſpeaking to the Jews) © All ſuch portions | 
„ of the preſent eſtabliſhed canon of the 
_ Chriſtian ſcriptures, reſpecting Jeſus as 
«your Meſſiah, which expreſo/ly militate 
4 « againſt the deſcription of him as fore- 
« told in your divine prophetic writings, = 
6 you are bound to reject as e 


Call to the Jews, page 87. 


Now, if Chriſtians 8 allow de . 
| part of their goſpels are ſpurious, how 
are we ſure, that the remainder is au- 
| thentic: and do you call ſuch writings 
as theſe © the proper or hiſtorical evidence 
(4 for the miracles of Chriſt,” and which 
you lay (page 54 of your hs; is of the 
tt Mah lame kind viii that of Moſes? 
| TD defy 


ENS 

i 1 defy you, or any other, to prove ſuch 
groſs contradictions in the hiſtory of Moſes, 
If you cannot, (and I am confident, that 
it is not in your power) you muſt then 
allow the ſuperiority of Moſes's divine miſ- 


at preſent. ; 
Hence, I think, I have clearly 1 


dnluy are not a ſufficient proof of a divine 
miſſion: that they were not the eſpecial proof 
of that of Moſes : and that there was not 
only no ſuch neceflity for thoſe which Jeſus 


rational. I ſhall now produce the words 


N Moſes himſelf, to ſhew, that miracles : 


1 only, are not a ſufficient proof of a divine 


Aan or wonder COME To pass whereof he 
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ſion: and which 1 is all that I contend for 5 


| what I above propoſed, viz. that miracles 


wrought, but that they were barely juſt or 


miſſion; for he hath told us ſo, in as plain 
and intelligent language, as it is poffible — 
for tongue to expreſs. If there ar iſe among 
Jo Prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and 
groeth you A SIGN or A WONDER: And the 


Hale unto thee, fing. Let us go wo” othey | 
M 5 1 — 
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. which bi haft not bnown,. and ket ut 
ſerve them: thou ſhalt not hearken unto the 
wordt of that prophet, or that dreamer of 
dreams: for the Lord your God pROVETH. 
| You, to know whether ye love the Lord your 
ll God with all your heart, and with all r 
Paul. Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3. 
And now, Sir, I muſt take the liberty to to 
; aſk you, what you think of miracles, as a 
proof of a divine miſſion, after ſuch clear 
and unequivocal language as this? I am 
ſure, if you are that ſincere lover of truth 
ttmat you profeſs to be, you muſt certainly 
abandon it as untenable. 5 
I And let me tell you, Sir, that in this 
| E admonition, you have a full anſwer to what 
vou have advanced, page 20, of your let- | 
Il ters, If God could permit Chriſt to 
* impoſe upon your nation, a and the world, 
in this manner, he might have ſuffered | 
19 Moſes to do the ſame, and there could 
be no guard againſt the groſſeſt impoſ- 
« tures.” Now, if miracles only had been a 


; proof of a divine miſſion, your obſervation 
e would | 


b 86 1 


would have been juſt; and I would have 

| been as willing as any one to have allowed 
| the force thereof; but, on the contrary, (as ; 
1 have demonſtrated) miracles were not 


deemed ſufficient even by God himſelf, as 
may be obſerved from the preceding texts; 


And by hi, he expreſsly warns us from 
| being impoſed upon by what are called mi- 
| racles ; as well knowing, that there ſhould 


| ariſe ſuch, as would attempt to impoſe 


upon us by working pretended miracles; 
| and therefore, ſtrictly commands us to put 


| that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, 
to death. Ibid. verſe 5. 


I have but one thing more at preſent to 


obſerve, i in behalf of the divine miſſion of 

Moſes; and which fully demonſtrates, that | 

it was from God, is, the proſperity (though 

temporal“, and which the Supreme Being 
* Ina Commentary that I propoſe to write on the Ola ; 

| Teſtament, (God willing) I mean to prove, that Moſes 

inculcated the doctrine of a future ſtate in his diſpenſa- 


tion, notwithſtanding what Chriſtians have advanced to the 
contrary : but as that is foreign to my purpoſe, I ſhall 


take no farther notice of it a preſent. 95 F 
knew 


— — —— — 


5 86 15 
knew uu chen beſt adapted to make aj 
impreſſion on them, and ſhow his PAR TI. 
curl AR PROVIDENCE in the government of 
mankind) which he promiſes them, as the 
reward of their obedience; and the dread. 
ful calamities which he denounces again 
them, in caſe of their diſobedience : all 
which, have been literally fulfilled to this 
day, by a moſt wonderful ſeries of events, 
Before I cloſe. this letter, I muſt take 
notice of what you call the true prophetic 
ſpirit of Chriſt. In page 19,-you tell us, 
As a true prophet, Chriſt foretold the 
* dreadful calamities that befel your nation 
< in that generation. And quote as a 
prove thereof, Luke xix. 41. i But this, dir, 
is no proof of his prophetic ſpirit: for if 
duly conſidered, you will clearly per- 
ceive, that it is neither more or leſs, than 
the viſion which the angel had ſhewn unto 
Daniel concerning the deſtruction of the 
city and the ſanctuary, as recorded in the 
twenty-ſixth and twenty ſeventh verſes 
of the ninth "ON" of Daniel; and 

5 1 5 which, 


. 
which, at that time, was well known | 
to all the learned Jews: and do you think | 
that Jeſus, who appears to be well ac- | : 
quainted withy ſcripture, ſhould be igno- 0 
rant of it? This, I think, can by no means 
be ſuppoſed; but, on the contrary, it ſeems 
he was well acquainted with it, as appears 
from his quoting part of it. See Matt. 1 
iv. 15. Mark xiii. 14. Conſequently, 
it cannot be produced, as a a of his pro- 
phetic ſpirit, 1 te p cM 
But if you are deſirous of a 1 of his 5 
prophetic ſpirit, I will juſt mention one, 
and leave you to judge of it. It is as fol- 
| lows : Marvel not at this: for the hour 18 
| COMING in which ALL that are in the graves 
hall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth, they 
| that have done good, unto the reſurrettion of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
| reſurre&tion of damnation. John v. 28. 
Now, if this is not an imitation of the 
prophecy of Daniel concerning the re- 
ſurrection, as recorded in chap. xii. 3. 
(only in a little rougher language than 
Fiat * made uſe of) I do not know what f 
N 
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5 is; but lick this diſtinction, that the 


ner, as not to believe their own eyes, or ears. 
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prophet ſpeaks of a future time; whereas 
jeſus ſpeaks of it as near at hand; although 
a period of upwards of ſevehteen hundred 
years have elapſed ſince that time. 
1 T muſt now take notice of another ex. 
- preſſion, recorded by John in the fame | 
chapter, verſe 39. And the Father hinſil 
_ . which hath ent me, hath borne witneſs of me; 
VE HAVE NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT 
ANY TIME. Pray, Sir, what do you think 
x of this expreſſion; and which is fo contrary 
to what both Jews and Chriſtians believe, 
viz. That God ſpake to the Jewiſh nation 
face to face, as recorded by Moſes. Now 
I think it is clear, that you muſt grant, 
either that Moſes ſpake truth, and the ex- 
preſſion of Chriſt was falſe; or that Chriſt 
ſpake truth, and Moſes falſe; and that the 


| whole nation were-deluded in ſuch a man- 


E Take your choice; but I caution you to be- 
ware how you chooſe; for if you.ſhould | 
1 5 * n eu will then ſtand on a ver) 
5 . 5 
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to thoſe very ſcriptures ; (which, according 
tothe rule here laid don muſt then be 1 $1 


as thoſe that teſtify of him. 
And this Ea. me to conſider what you 


Ft you have been impoſed upon ſince.“ 


words of a reverend and dignified clergy- 
man of the church of England, and atten- 


that he has put the character of Jeſus, upon. 


* even than a mere angel: nay, either he is 


botering . ; becauſe, Chriſt a 


have advanced, page 29. Had Jeſus 
ee been an impoſtor, like others, by whom 


Now the love of truth obliges me to tell 
you plainly, that according to your hypothe- 
ſis, Jeſus muſt be that impoſtor. Hear the 


tively conſider the ſhocking alternative : 


They are not my words: I am not ac- 
countable for them: Chriſtians themſelves | 
muſt look to it; for it is they that give 
infidels cauſe to triumph. « Either our 
Lord was more than a mere man, or 


« that great I AM, which had an exiſt= 
* ence, not only before Abraham, but be- 


." fore the world began, and upholds all 
. 


| be muſt have been one of the falſeſt and 


„ oroundleſs pretenſions.” And a little 


this is the religion, that you, with ſo much 


7X r. go 1 | 
ce things by the word of his power, or elle 


vll of the human race, for making ſuch 


farther, ** That, if this ſyſtem“ be really 
ee true, the ſcriptures of courſe muſt be 
« falſe, and Chriſt and his apoſtles be 
ranked among the greateſt hypocrites 
% and impoſtors that ever appeared On 
« earth.” See A brief and diſpaſſionate View 
of the Difficulties attending the Trinitarian, 
Arian, and Socinian ſyſtems, page 12, by 
Joſiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of e 
1774s price 3d, 


J muſt now aſk you once more, whether 


- fincerity and good will, invite the Jews to 

embrace? Were it not that charity forbids 
my entertaining ſuch a thought, I ſhould 
be apt to pronounce the whole a farce. 
But if you ate really in earneſt, and with 
to convert the Jews, to what you call 
| Chriſtianity, I think you. muſt e 


los, The Vnitarian, WE 
| more 
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more ſubſtantial proofs i in 1 of your 


hypotheſis, than what you have yet done. | 
And, if I might preſume to offer my opi- 


nion in fo weighty a cauſe, Ithink, that the 
faireſt method, and that which is the like- 


Leſt to lead to conviction on either fide, is, , 
tO take a review of all the prophecies con- 


cerning the Meſſiah, from Moſes to Mala- 


chi; and compare them with the acts of 


leſus, recorded in the New Teſtament; to 


ſee, whether or no they have been fulfilled 

in his perſon. This, is the method I tox 
myſelf to ſearch for truth: for I am not 
:ſhamed to tell you, that I am @ Jew by | 


choice; and not becauſe I was born a jew: 
| far from it: for I am clearly of opinion, 
that every perſon endowed with ratiocina- 
tion, ought to have a clear idea of the truth 


of revelation, and a true ground for his 


faith; as far as human wiſdom can go. 


And it 18 this, that David meant in his 
charge to Solomon. And thou, Solomon, my. 
on, KNow the God of thy father, and ſerve. 


hun with a perfect heart. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 


. „ Nee,, 
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Now, it is not poſſible for any one to 
Wer God: but what David meant there. 
by was, that he ſhould not do as the hea- 
thens did, who inherited their religion from 
father to ſon, without having any true 
grounds for their faith: No, ſays he, thou 
malt not do fo, but v wder/ftend by thy 
ſenſe and reaſon, that, the God of thy fa- 
ther, is alone worthy to be ſerved; and then, 
as a natural conſequence, thou wilt ſerve 
him with a perfect heart. For it is mani- | 
feſt, that he who hath ſearched, and found 
juſt ground for the truth of his faith, will 
always ſerve God with a more fervent de- 
votion, than he who receives his religion, 
as he does his inheritance. 
If the ſcheme above propoſed was to be 
: bid; I think we ſhould ſoon come to a ; 
deciſion : for it is not the name of Meſſiah, 
but the character of the perſon foretold by 
the prophets, that is to be regarded, (as 

you alſo acknowledge, page 39) and the 
events to be accompliſhed at his coming. 
If all the prophecies have been fulfilled 
5 "I 


8 
in Jeſus, he muſt be the perſon foretold; 
if not, (and which, Tam pretty confident of 
I can prove) why then, he cannot be the 
_ perſon propheſied of. Hence it is manifeſt, 
that this is the only rational method, to be 
purſued in a controverſy. of this kind: we 
ſhould then ſee, whether we have really fell 
into the miſtake (as you aſſert, page 38) of 
not diſtinguiſhing between a fuffering Me/- 
| fab, and that Prince of the houſe of David, 
under whom we are to en j oy the great proſ- f 
| perity that is promiſed to us in the latter 
days. For as you obſerve, (page 39). „ 
% Meſſiah we look for will come. 
h Now, I ſhould be highly obliged to you, 
if you will point out to me thoſe texts of 
ſcripture which diſtinguiſh the one from 
the other. For I muſt freely acknowledge, 
that notwithſtanding 1 have frequently 
read the Bible in the original language, in 
which I have ſome little knowledge ; yet, 
have I not been fortunate enough to meet 
with them. Perhaps, my eyes were Holden, 


that I ſhould not ſee them; 3 and you are 
| ordained 
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exined to open them. If ſo, I beſeech 
f you to be expeditious ; for falvation is a 
work, that I hold; cannot be perfected too 
ſoon. But I ſincerely hope, that they are 
better founded than what you advance, 
(page 39) But it is no where ſaid that 
the perſon who is characteriſed by the 
title of Maſiab, ſhould be deſcended 
from David, but only that prince under 
7 * whom you are to enjoy your temporal 
< proſperity.” 
This diſtinction of yours, I muſt tell you 
| fincerely, i is truly fallacious: for no ſuch 
_ diſtinction is to be met with in the Hebrew 
language : and the word muy ; in chat lan- 
guage, denotes no more, than ſimply the 
anointed ; and which is uſed to the King, or 
High Prieft; ; it alſo denotes to anoint, &c. 
But is never uſed to denote the perſon, de- 
nominated the Meſſabh; for that has only 
obtained, by means of the Chaldee para- 
phraſts; who, in tranſlating thoſe words 
in ſcripture, that denoted zhe prince, under 
whom \ we are to enjoy our per proſ- 


Perith, 


z 4 95 * i 
perity, rendered them into Chaldee vpe 


the anointed; becauſe, the ſaid prince is every 


where deſcribed, as deſcending from David, 
and conſequently, will be the anointed king 


that is to reign over the Jewiſh nation, af- 


ter their reſtoration. Hence, you may clear- 
ly perceive, from what ſource the word 


Meſſiah aroſe, and that the perſon fo deno- 


minated, and the prince under whom we are 
to enjoy our proſperity (according to your 


hypotheſis) are one and the fame perſon ; 
| confequently, the diſtinction uſed by 7 


is a mere fallacy. 


And that you may be fully convinced of 
the truth of what I have advanced, I will 
give you an inſtance or two (out of the 
many that Icould produce) in ſupport of it; 


for I ſcorn to aſſert, what I cannot prove. 


And there ſhall come forth a rod out of the 
fem of Feſſe, and a branch ſhall grow out F 


bis roots. Hai. Xi. "= 


The Cha. 
Inman 920 vv * Map abo per; 


And there ſhall come forth a xinG from 


* 


- 
7 
+4 
: : 
g * 
= 
4 . : 
5 — 
+ ay os n _ — 4 
_ —— nas — 1 
— RN 4 
2 — 


wor * 9 e. 1 , : ” e 
2 c — 3 WE. e 
— — >. — — 


- y * * 3 W., 4 2 4 


I 1 * P - Wt +. 1 1 <0 
::: IS 2 


n . N 
Mw * 3 
a — 


—— * 


* — Wo — — Tet ˖ —— — F g — — — 
Fo — —— — — — — = r ̃ ET 
4 V——_—_——  ——— —  — ——ᷣ—— — — " mg 
. > * l r - 
7 ” 


* 


— — — 
— PP wow an ooo 1 


0 580 


the chudten of Jeſſe, and a Mead an 
from his childrens children ſhall grow, 
Targum, e cg l. 


Again. 


3 aa alſo gel dwell with the lamb; 
and the leopard ſhall he * with the kid, 
&c. Ibid. 6. i 
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urn dy x οσπ NIDR dy NJ In the days of the 


MEss1Au of Iſrael, peace ſhall be great in 
the earth, and the wolf ſhall dwell with the 


lamb, and the leopard with the Kid. T ar- 


am. Jonathan, Ibid. 


Ik) heſe, Sir, are clear and unequivocal paſ. 
es 3 and which both Jews and Chriſtians | 
| apply to the Meſſiah : although, the latter, 
are rather hard drove, to make this deſcrip- 
tion of the Meſſiah agree with the character 


of ] eſus ; and therefore explain it away, as 


denoting ſpiritual peace, &c. But you ſee | 
that, the Chaldee paraphraſt (and of whom 
: Chriſtians* tell us they can make ſuch mm 


Cs > 1 Connect. Vol. IV. Book vun. page 
1187 and 2 Edinburgh Edition. 


uſe 
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Jews) is clearly againſt that ſenſe, for he 
ſays, ©* peace ſhall be great in the earth; 
conſequently it muſt be temporal. 

Again. And thou, O tower of the fc. 
Micah iv. 8. 

| The Cha. 

WIT TWP PN) And thou, the MES- 


I ſhall produce but one more at preſent, 
which is as follows: But thou, Bethlehem 


| Trad. Micah v. 2. 
The Cha. 


W.. And thou, Bethlehem E Phratah, as 


the thouſands of Judah, (yet) out of thee 


Jonathan, Ibid, 


uſe of, in their arguments againſt the 2 


SIAH of Ifrael. Targum Jonathan. Ibid. 


Epbr atah, 7 though N thou be little among the 
too ſands of Judah, (yet out of thee ſhall 


he come Forth unto me 7hat 10 to be ruler in 
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[little as thou -waſt to be numbered among 


ſhall come forth the MESSIAH, who is 
[TO BEAR RULE OVER ISRAEL, Targum 
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V 
This, Sir, I take to be deciſive againſt 
your hypotheſis: becauſe, the character of 
the Myftab or Prince, is ſo clearly depicted, 
that whoever runs may read : and both 


5 Jews and Chriſtians apply it to the perſon 
called the Meffah. Hence it is manifeſt, 


that the perſon called the Me ſhah or Chrij 
by the Chriſtians; a Prophet by you; and 


A temporal Prince to bear rule over us, ac- 


cording to our (and your) opinion, is, one 
and the fame perſon. Which of the thre, 
hath the juſteſt claim to the character, x 

_ alſo whether i it was fulfilled in either of the 
two firſt characters, is another point to he 
diſcuſſed; and which at preſent is foreign t 
the purpoſe. I could produce more exam 


: ples in ſupport of what I have advanced, bu 
ttheſe I think, are ſufficient to convince : 
85 philoſopher of ſuch candid and liber 


ſentiments, as you are known to poſſeſs, U 
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ſo eminent a degree. 1 therefore, have n 

doubt, but that you will either retract wh 
you have advanced on this point, or ſu 
port it by ſubſtantial proofs; either 
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. I ſhall be happy t to ſee. With the 
higheſt ſentiments of ſincerity and reſpect, 
I remain, 


d, 
th SIR, 
on Your' s, Kc. 7 


D. LEVI. 
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